
IMPRESSIONISM:

The Impressionist style of painting developed in the late 
1870s in France. The artists sought to represent objects 
enveloped with light and air; using the effects of light 
under which everything momentarily changes color.   

They wanted to change the art world with their 
IMPRESSIONS of their subjects (they were tired of 

realism)



The name 
of the 

movement 
is derived 

from the 
title of a 

Claude 
Monet 
work, 

Impression, 
Sunrise



Movement is 
a crucial 
element of the 
Impressionist 
style.

Claude Monet

Haystacks

1890-1891



Haystacks Series



Early 
Impressionists 
broke the rules of 
painting. They 
began by giving 
more emphasis to 
color and free 
brush strokes
than they did line.



They used short "broken" brush strokes of both mixed and pure 
unmixed color

Pierre-Auguste Renoir

1892



Impressionism  
was an art of 

movement, and 
the play of light 

expressed in a 
bright and varied 

use of color.

Vincent van Gogh

The Starry Night

1889



•Short, thick strokes of 
paint are used to quickly 
capture the essence of the 
subject, rather than its 
details.

* Colors are applied side-
by-side with some blending 
(but not always). The 
optical mixing of colors 
occurs in the eye of the 
viewer.

* Browns and dark tones 
are produced by mixing 
complementary colors. 

Vincent van Gogh

Café Terrace at Night

1888



Impressionistic Landscape Project

You will be creating your own impressionistic 
landscape using chalk pastels.  You need to show 
space and depth in your landscape. In order to 
do this, use some of the following guidelines…



Creating Depth/Space in a Landscape

Linear Perspective- By using either1 point perspective, 2 point 

perspective, or 3 point perspective, an artist can create the illusion of space. Linear 
perspective is a drawing method that uses lines to draw objects in space.

http://thevirtualinstructor.com/onepointperspective.html
http://thevirtualinstructor.com/twopointperspective.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/lesbryant2/1718000039/


Creating Depth/Space in a Landscape

Overlapping
When one object is positioned in front of another object, part of the object behind 

it may be blocked from view. Objects in the front are closer to the viewer



Creating Depth/Space in a Landscape

Size
Objects that are closer to a viewer appear larger than objects that are further off in 

the distance.



Creating Depth/Space in a Landscape

Placement on the Surface 

Generally, objects that are positioned lower on the picture plane will appear 

closer than objects that are positioned higher on the picture plane.



Creating Depth/Space in a Landscape

 Color and Value- Objects that are closer to a viewer appear 

darker in value and warmer in color. Objects that are further away 
appear lighter in value and cooler in color.

http://thevirtualinstructor.com/Value.html
http://thevirtualinstructor.com/Color.html


Creating Depth/Space in a Landscape

Detail 
Objects that are closer appear more detailed than objects that are further away



Landscape examples



Landscape examples

















Landscape examples



These do not show depth (BAD EXAMPLES)



Impressionistic Landscape

 You will be creating your impression of a landscape 
of your choosing.

OBJECTIVES:

- Create a landscape with chalk pastels using impressionistic 
qualities of the medium (create movement)

- To depict a landscape with the illusion of depth/space and 
creating a balanced composition

- Use color to create a mood or feeling in an artwork



Steps 

 Find 2 examples of landscapes and print them out on 
1 piece of paper in Microsoft Word

 Practice with Chalk Pastels (tomorrow)

 Sketch 2 ideas (based on yourlandscapes)-
Sketchbook

 Get sketches approved

 Transfer Drawing to large drawing paper (draw 
lightly!)

 Use Chalk Pastels with Varying use of pastels to 
create landscape.





A Sunday on La Grande Jatte

 Georges Seurat
French, 1859-1891

 A Sunday on La Grande Jatte — 1884, 1884/86





“She’s such a Monet”- Clueless 





Chalk Pastel Techniques

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oj2sEXs4XZY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oj2sEXs4XZY

