
The Harlem Renaissance of  the 1920s 

• The Harlem Renaissance was a flowering of  African 
American social thought which was expressed through 

• Paintings

• Music 

• Dance 

• Theater

• Literature 



Where is Harlem?
The island of Manhattan 

New York City is on Manhattan island

Neighborhoods



Where was the Harlem Renaissance 

centered?

• Centered in the 
Harlem district of  
New York City, the 
New Negro Movement
(as it was called at 
the time) had a 
major influence 
across the Unites 
States and even the 
world. 



How does the Harlem Renaissance 

connect to the Great Migration?

• The economic opportunities of  the era triggered a 

widespread migration of  black Americans from the rural 

south to the industrial centers of  the north - and 

especially to New York City. 

• In New York and other cities, black Americans explored 

new opportunities for intellectual and social freedom.

• Black American artists, writers, and musicians began to 

use their talents to work for civil rights and obtain 

equality.



How did it impact history?

• The Harlem Renaissance helped to redefine how 

Americans and the world understood African American 

culture. It integrated black and white cultures, and 

marked the beginning of  a black urban society. 

• The Harlem Renaissance set the stage for the Civil Rights 

Movement of  the 1950s and 60s.



Who do we associate with the Harlem 

Renaissance?

• Artists such as Jacob Lawrence 

• Authors such as Langston Hughes

• Musicians such as Duke Ellington, Louis 

Armstrong, and Bessie Smith



Jacob Lawrence

• Jacob Lawrence grew up in a settlement house in Harlem 

during the Harlem Renaissance

• His own life in Harlem  and the struggle of  other Black 

Americans inspired his earliest work

Lawrence's parents were among those who migrated between 

1916-1919, considered the first wave of  the migration. 

Lawrence himself  was not a direct witness to the 

migration, but his artistic talent prompted his teachers 

and friends to persuade him to express those events in 

paintings. Subsequently, after extensive research, 

Lawrence gathered enough information about the 

migration to compile a story in paintings about the 

subject. The paintings are now part of The Phillips 
Collection, housed in The Museum of  Modern Art, 

New York.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Space_Kenneth_Jacob_Lawrence_1941.jpg


• Jacob Lawrence was an African-American painter who 

concentrated on depicting the history and struggles of  

African-Americans. His work often portrayed important 

periods in African-American history. 

• Lawrence described his distinct style as “dynamic cubism.” He 

was most recognized for his limited color palettes and simple 

compositions. The colors he used were bold and reflected 

those of  his home of  Harlem. Repetition of  shape was often 

an important element used in his compositions. 



Lawrence’s Work

• Jacob Lawrence painted his Great Migration series 
during the 1940s to capture the experience of  
African Americans during the 1920s



This image of  Brown's warriors approaching the Harpers Ferry arsenal is from a 

1941 series of  twenty-two paintings by Harlem artist Jacob Lawrence that illustrate 

the life and legend of  John Brown.



July 3, 1859 John Brown stocked an old barn with guns and 

ammunition. He was ready to strike his first blow at slavery









Your Color Painting
• Objective: Create a painting that is based on 

you/your family’s history that incorporates repetition 

of  shape (s) and uses a color scheme



Your Painting

• Must depict a story familiar to you

• Your painting can be as abstract or realistic as you 

would like it to be

• Figures can be stylized (simplified)

• Needs to use repetition of  objects/details

• Needs to use a color scheme



Color Scheme

Once you have your preliminary drawing finished, you 

will need to choose a COLOR SCHEME to use for 

your painting:

Primary Warm

Secondary Cool

Tertiary Analagous

Complementary Split Complementary

Monochromatic Triadic



All 2-D and 3-D artwork can be 
placed in one of three 
categories or “forms”:

Three types of ART

•Representational/Realistic

•Abstract

•Non- Objective (non-representational)



Realistic/ Representational

Subcategories under representational 
art include Realism, 
Impressionism, Idealism, and 
Stylization. All of  these forms of  
representationalism represent 
actual subjects from reality. 
Although some of  these forms 
are taking steps toward 
abstraction, they still fall under 

the category of  representation.

Edward Hopper
Nighthawks

Representational artwork aims to represent actual 

objects or subjects from reality.



The often misunderstood type of  art 

known as abstraction aims to take 

subjects from reality but present them 

in way that is different from the way 

they are viewed in our reality. This may 

take the form of  

emphasizing lines, shapes, or colors that 

transform the subject. Abstract art 

includes the subcategories of  

Minimalism, Cubism. Abstraction can 

also happen when the artist decides to 

view the subjects in a non- traditional 

manner.

Abstract 
The often misunderstood type of art known as abstraction 

aims to take subjects from reality but present them in way 

that is different from the way they are viewed in our reality. 

Georges Braque. Woman with Guitar, 1913

http://thevirtualinstructor.com/line.html
http://thevirtualinstructor.com/Shape.html
http://thevirtualinstructor.com/Color.html


Often mistaken for Abstract art 

although it is entirely different from 

it. The intent of  Non-objective art 

uses the elements and principles of  

art in a way that results in a visually 

stimulating work. 

Non-Objective 

“non-representational art”
Piet Mondrian- Composition in Red

Non-Objective art takes nothing 

from reality. It is created for 

aesthetic reasons.

http://thevirtualinstructor.com/artfundamentals.html


Brainstorm

Take out your sketchbook and write down some memories that 

make you….

• Smile

• Cry

• Laugh

• Feel heartfelt

And/or stories you may have heard 2nd hand from a relative 

(about their lives)



Sketches

Using a new page in your sketchbook, draw some 

shapes/ objects that represent those memories.  Fill the 

space on the page with various items (THESE ARE 

ROUGH SKETCHES)

Let’s now refine our ideas and choose one to represent 

in our painting.  Use a new page in your sketchbook to 

come up with your preliminary drawing for your 

painting. THIS IS WHEN YOU look for reference 

Photos online if  you need them.  SAVE AND PRINT 

in Microsoft word for Multiple photos















What will be assessed?

• Your sketches

• Use of  paint (brushstroke, techniques)

• Use of  a color scheme

• Creativity

• Composition

• Work Ethic (clean up!)

There will be a critique when we are finished 
with this assignment.


