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Surrealism Photography Assignment 
Digital Photography II 
 
Artistic References: Uelsmann, Dali, Ernst, Tanguy, Magritte, 
 
SURREALISM: a 20th-century avant-garde movement in art and literature that sought to release 
the creative potential of the unconscious mind.  
To make realistic things seem strange and unreal. Based on dreams and imagination 
 
SURREALISTIC DEVICES: 1. Change in scale   2. Levitation 3. Juxtaposition   4. Dislocation 

  5. Transparency 6.Transformation 

Objectives:  To create unique works of art that juxtapose a variety of images to demonstrate 2 or 
more surrealism devices.  

You will be creating 2 Surreal Photographs of your own.  1 must include 2 or more photographs and 
one should include 4 or more photographs. 
 
 
Surrealism Using Selection Tools and Layer Masks 
 
1. Choose ONE photograph (or 2 photographs to combine to create the Background for your 
Surrealism Photo. Open it in Adobe Photoshop. 
 
2. Choose objects from other Photographs and use the selections tools before copying and pasting 
into the background. 
 
  Add as many objects or parts of photos as needed into the background Photograph 
 
 
3. Use layer masks to help blend your photographs into the background or into each 
other.  (You want to make it appear that the photographs belong together) 
 

- Use contrast/levels/color balance to make the photographs color and contrast match 
- Tweak your layer mask effect (see backside of this page) 
- Use All the Tools in your Photoshop Toolbox (Adjustment Layers/ Tools/ Blending Effects) 

to create the most sophisticated and flawless artwork to date! 
 

                      



Name  __________________ 

    

SURREAL PHOTOGRAPHY BRAINSTORM 
You will be creating 2 Surreal Photographs of your own.  1 must include 2 or more photographs 
and one should include 4 or more photographs. Research and look at the artworks of Jerry 
Uelsmann, Salvador Dali, Max Ernst, Yves Tanguy, and Rene Magritte 
 
Look through your Photographs to help you. Think about places/objects you might photograph 
as well to use for your Surrealism Photographs. You MUST use original photographs or you 
will get points marked off (see rubric). 
 

1. Surrealism Photography  Using Layer Masks  (combining 2 or more photographs) 
Think about combining two Photographs together that you wouldn’t normally see together  
Ex: The hallway from East with a building from downtown (or a major body of water) 
 
Write down 2 combinations of photographs below: 

 
a)    _____________   &  ____________     

b)    _____________   &  ____________ 

            Sketch your ideas in the boxes to the right 

 
2.  Surrealism using Selection tools and Layer Masks (combining 4 or more photos) 
 
Choose a photograph for your background (Write your choices below) 
 

a) __________________ 

b) __________________ 

c) __________________ 

 
Now, look through your photos and think about objects you could photograph to add into this 
background (Objects that don’t belong in that environment/ on specific objects- such as a 
drawer on a person’s body).   
Write some of those objects/items below: 
 

a) __________________   d)  _______________ 

b) __________________   e)  ________________ 

c) __________________   f)  ________________ 

 Sketch your ideas in the boxes below. 
 
 
 
                          
 

Total  _____/30 pts 
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Surrealism Photography Assessment Rubric 
 

5 
Exceptional 

4 
Good 

3 
Satisfactory 

2 
Minimal 

1 
Unacceptable 

 
TOTAL 

The final 
compositions are 
extremely 
interesting, 
balanced and 
captures the 
viewer’s attention 

The 
compositions are 
interesting, 
balanced and 
captures the 
viewer’s 
attention 

The 
compositions 
are somewhat 
interesting and 
may capture the 
viewer’s 
attention 

The 
compositions 
are simple and 
barely captures 
the viewer’s 
attention  

The compositions 
are uninteresting 
and do not 
capture the 
viewer’s attention 

 
 
 
 
X4 = 20 

Layer masks were 
used to hide parts 
of images very well 
and blend area 
together  
(Gradient and 
brush tools were 
used in layer 
masks) 

Layer masks 
were used to 
hide parts/ 
blend areas of 
images well 
(there could be 
more gradual 
transition in 
some areas).  
(Gradient and brush 
tools were used in 
layer masks) 

Layer masks 
were used to 
hide 
parts/blend of 
images, but 
need more time 
to get a 
transition.  
(Gradient and 
brush tools were 
used in layer 
masks) 

Layer masks 
were not used 
to hide parts of 
images, and 
they were not 
selected well   

Layer masks were 
not used to hide 
parts of images. 
The imagery does 
not work well 
together. 

 
 
X4=20 

Lighting  is 
effective, similar 
in all combined 
images and shows 
excellent contrast 

Lighting shows 
some contrast 
consistency and 
is somewhat 
effective 

Lighting shows 
little contrast 
consistency 
among images 
combined  
Which makes it 
ineffective 

Lighting is not 
effective and 
does not show 
any contrast 
consistency 

Lighting was not 
taken into 
consideration 
and there is no 
contrast 
consistency 

 
 
 
 
X4=20 

All photographs 
used were taken 
by the artist.  All 
images are high 
quality with good 
focus 

Most 
photographs 
used were taken 
by the artist.  All 
images are high 
quality with 
good focus 

Half of the 
photographs 
used were taken 
by the artist.  
Some images 
are high quality, 
some blur 

There is 1 
original 
photograph 
taken by the 
artist.  Images 
are low quality/ 
small, blurry 

There are no 
original 
photographs 
taken by the 
artist.  Images are 
low quality (can 
be printed 5x7 or 
less), blurry 

 
 
 
 
 
X4 = 20 

Photographs look 
very well blended 
(can’t tell 
Photoshop was 
used).  Photoshop 
tools were used 
flawlessly. 

Photographs 
look well 
blended.  (could 
use some touch 
ups as it appears 
to be slightly 
Photoshopped) 
Photoshop tools 
were used well. 

Photographs 
look like they 
were put 
together in 
Photoshop but 
some effort 
made to blend.  
Photoshop tools 
were used 
satisfactorily. 

Photographs 
look like they 
were put 
together but 
little effort 
made to blend.  
Photoshop 
tools were not 
used well. 

There is no 
combination of 
photographs. 
Photoshop tools 
were not used at 
all. 

 
 
 
 
 
X4= 20 

A= 90-100 B= 80-89 C=70-79 D= 60-69  
TOTAL 
 

                 
                       

/100 

 
Comments:_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 


