
Exquisite Corpse using Selection Tools  

OBJECTIVE: You will be creating an Exquisite Corpse made from parts 
(minimum 5) of many photographs to practice using the selection and move 
tools in Adobe Photoshop.  

In order to find large photographs, on Google.com go to Search Tools- Choose Large Images. 
Be sure to click on it to make it larger before saving it to your pictures. 

1. Choose ONE photograph to be the Background for your Exquisite Corpse. Open it 
in Adobe Photoshop. Go to FILE- SAVE AS and type yourname_corpse.psd. SAVE often 
while working 

2. Choose objects from other Photographs (minimum 5 objects/ body parts total)  

OPEN those Photos in Adobe Photoshop (Go to FILE- OPEN) 

3.  Use a selection Tool (see backside of handout) to select 1 part of the photograph (for 
example- the face of a person) 

4. Go to EDIT- COPY (Or hold CTRL C) and then click on the background layer and EDIT 
PASTE (CRTL V) 

5. Use the Move Tool to drag the selection around your background photograph. 
Make sure to check the options below for the move tool 

CLICK the MOVE TOOL. At the top CHECK the boxes as you see below 

  Auto Select     LAYER       Show Transform Controls 

You may change the size of the photograph when on the move tool and the transform controls 
are showing.   

6. MOVE the objects around to the position you want them in. DRAG from the corners 
HOLDING the SHIFT Key (on KEYBOARD) to make the object smaller/ larger to keep original 
proportions. 

**USE THE ERASER tool to erase parts of the image you want hidden.  

***Layers Window at bottom right.  Each Selection that you copy/paste will be put into a New Layer. Drag 
layers up to put them on top of other parts or drag them down to hide under other layers. 

Using the Type Tool, add a title for your piece and your name (Type Tool is the T in the 
toolbar) 

WHEN FINISHED- FLATTEN YOUR IMAGE- Go to LAYER- FLATTEN IMAGE. Save 
as a Jpeg (.jpg) 
 
SAVE YOUR “Corpse” as YourName Exquisite Corpse.jpg and email it to 
etonon@psd202.org or save to the Flash Drive- Art Foundations/Class period 

mailto:etonon@psd202.org


SELECTION TOOLS ADOBE PHOTOSHOP 

Marquee Tools 

The marquee tools are used to make 
rectangular, elliptical, horizontal and vertical line selections. 
To create a selection with a marquee tool, simple hold down 
your mouse button over the active image area, and drag out your shape. 

Lasso Tools  

The Lasso Selection Tools allow you to make selections of irregular shapes. Using the 
ordinary lasso tool, simply click and drag a freehand selection with your mouse. With 
the Polygonal Lasso Tool, click to make various points which will define a selection, 
and finish your selection by clicking the starting point. 

The Magnetic Lasso Tool sort of combines the first two tools mentioned here. You click once, and 
begin to drag a freehand selection around the object you wish to select. The magnetic lasso tool tries 
to automatically create points itself while you follow the edge of your object (you can define points by 
clicking if needed). The end result is a much smoother selection than the polygonal lasso tool will 
make. 

 

Magic Wand Tool 

The Magic Wand Tool is unlike the rest of the selection tools, in that is selects areas based on 
color. To use the Magic Wand Tool, you simply point and click the color you want to select. 

Take the diagram below for example. Using the Magic Wand Tool, it simply takes one click in the 
white area to make a selection of that space. 

 

Quick Selection Tool 

Like so many other tools, the Quick Selection holds roots in the Brushes. That is to say you ‘paint’ 
your selection. Select a larger brush size for the areas further from the edges, and as you get close 
to the edge of the object reduce the brush size to refine the selection and reduce the chance of 

grabbing background pixels. 

If it goes past your selection- Change the SIZE of your brush.  Choose the Quick Selection tool with 
the “-”sign at the top (under PHOTOSHOP). 

CLICK on Redefine Edge at the top in the options bar. This opens a dialog box for the selection 
tool. From here you can control Radius and Contrast, as well as feather the selection, increase or 
decrease the selection size (by small amounts), smooth the selection edges to remove ‘unwanted 
jaggedness’ without blurring the edges of the selection and any number of combinations of these 
settings to refine the edge. 

 

http://www.tutorial9.net/photoshop/the-selection-tools/

