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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Welcome to Art Foundations! Art Foundations is the first course of the Fine Arts Sequence and gives 
students a basic introduction to the visual arts.  Students will explore several areas of art 
including the elements and principles, composition, perspective, color theory, art history and 
criticism through a focus on drawing, painting, and design.  
 
The only prerequisites for the course are a creative mind and ambition to learn. The class focuses on black and white media 
and methods of drawing first semester and color media and methods second semester. 

GRADING: 

Course Grades: Course grades will not be based upon a total accumulation of points.  Instead, student grades will be 
determined based on the following weighted categories:  

Projects (50% of grade) 

 Craftsmanship   

 Ideas 

 Growth 

 Composition/Design  (demonstration of skills and techniques) 

 Participation/Work Ethic/ Clean Up  (following directions, using class time wisely, proper use of materials) 
 

Classwork (20% of grade)     

 Skills Practice 

 Sketchbook Assignments 
 

Participation (10 % of Grade) 

 Note-Taking 

 Brainstorming 

 Clean up/ taking care of materials 

Assessments: In this class, there will be a variety of tools used to assess artwork.  They include, but are not limited to, self-
evaluations, checklists, critiques (both oral and written discussions of work) and rubrics from the instructor.   

Homework:   The only homework you will have for this class is any project or if you need extra time past the due date to 
complete an assignment. You may choose to come in and work on your project during your study hall as well. 

Make-up procedures 
Missed project deadlines/ work due to an absence must be made up As Soon As Possible. The student should make 
an appointment with the teacher to come in during their lunch period or before/ after school.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to find out what work was missed. The student has one day extra to the number of absences to make up 
work.   

 
Extra Help- If you need extended time on a project/work, please make an appointment with me during your 
lunch/before school and you will not be penalized for late work. 

EXPECTATIONS: 

Student will develop a working knowledge of two-dimensional and three-dimensional composition and design by exploring 
and producing art in many units of study. The focus will be the elements and principals of design, media handling, vocabulary 
and techniques with a progressive evolution of knowledge and skill.  I expect all students to show growth from project to 
project and over the course of the year. 

Commit  to:          

EXCELLENCE 

             

accountability 

                         

trust 

                               

integrity 

Grading Scale 
 A= 90-100% 
 B= 80-89% 
 C= 70-79% 
 D= 60-69% 
 F= below 60% 

 

SEMESTER GRADE 

Course Grade 80% 

Final Exam 20% 

M.C. Escher 
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ABSENCE POLICY:  

 Students who have a pre-excused absence (field trips/vacations) are allowed to make up work missed during the absence. When 
assignments are provided by the teacher before the student leaves, the student is required to turn in the assignments upon return 
to each class.  

 For an excused illness absence, the student is entirely responsible for requesting the make-up work from the teacher(s). 
Tests/quizzes will be scheduled at an agreed upon time. Students will be given one school day for each day of excused absence to 
make up assignments and tests. Additional considerations will be  given for students with extended illnesses.  

 In the matter of disciplinary absences, for the first offense resulting in a suspension longer than 3 days, the  Attendance Office will 
collect and provide homework assignments to the student. It is the responsibility of the student to contact the Main Attendance 
Office and make arrangements to pick up the homework assignments. For subsequent, external suspensions, it is the 
responsibility of the student or parent to contact the teacher to obtain homework assignments. It is the suspended student’s 
responsibility to make up missed work or tests. Work is due on the date of return to school. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  

Tests, Projects, Essays & Final Exams 
 

If a student is caught cheating on a major assignment and/or test, he or she may receive the following: 
 
1st Offense:  1 hour referral (referral submitted by teacher to the appropriate dean), but an opportunity to retest, and/or complete the 
assignment with 20% off their retake grade. 
 
2nd Offense:  4 hour referral (referral submitted by teacher to the appropriate dean), but an opportunity to retest, and/or complete 
the assignment with 50% off their retake grade. 
 
3rd Offense:  ASDA (referral submitted by teacher to the appropriate dean) and a 0% on their grade. 
 
(Note:  Due to the different format of major assignments and tests between departments, the times and policies for completing the 
assignment will be determined by individual departments.) 

 
Homework 
If a student is caught cheating on a homework assignment, he or she may receive a 0% on the assignment and follow the above 
discipline consequences.   Make-up work will not be given. 

  
Additional Information Regarding Academic Honesty 

 
Unless otherwise stated by the teacher, all assignments are to be turned in and completed independently. 
The consequences for multiple occurrences of cheating are cumulative across subjects/disciplines. 

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES:  

1. RESPONSIBILTY- It is your responsibility to get to class on time, working during given class time and put away 
projects/materials in proper place 
- Clean up your own workspace while keeping the classroom in order. 
 

2.   RESPECT the teacher, themselves classmates and materials.  
(NO PROFANITY, NEGATIVE ATTITUDES, DEMEANING REMARKS, ETC.) 
- Behave in a safe manner so as not to harm themselves, classmates or the teacher 

 - Do not touch something that is not yours 
 - Work independently and not be disruptive 
 - No Cell Phones during class 

 
 

 
REQUIRED MATERIALS:   
 
You will need to purchase an Art Foundations Kit. 
The cost is $25 to PEHS to the Bookkeeper in the main office.  The kit includes: a drawing pencil kit, sketchbook, kneaded eraser, 2 ebony 
pencils, 2 double sided sharpie markers and 4 blending stumps (tortillions)  

 
 
COMMUNICATION: 
 

Teacher-Student communication is important. As an artist and teacher, I recognize that students work at different paces. If you need 
additional time on a project, you need to communicate with me and we will extend your due date based on your individual needs 
without penalty.  Note that you will need to come in on your study hall or take it home to finish as class time will be dedicated to a new 
project. I am willing to work with you before or after school as long as you make an appointment with me beforehand. You can find me 
in room 226 or 227 and you can contact me by email at etonon@psd202.org  
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