
Annotated Bibliography

According to Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary (2011) -

Annotate: “to make or furnish critical or explanatory notes or comment”

Bibliography: “the history, identification, or description of writings or publications”

Why do we combine these words?

Purpose of an annotated bibliography:

✓To learn about a particular topic

✓To demonstrate the value of a particular source

✓To inform fellow or future researchers                              

about a topic or a source



Annotated Bibliography

Format depends on assignment, but the typical format is 

a list of MLA-formatted works referenced entries 

followed by annotations.

✓ Alphabetized by author’s last names

✓ No headings

✓ Brief reflection/analysis (2 paragraphs)

✓ Times New Roman, 12 point black font –

Double spaced                                                

(with extra space between each                                   

“part” – see example)



Annotated Bibliography

There are some unique characteristics of annotations:

•No direct quotations

Give audience YOUR interpretation of the source material

•Can be written in present or past tense

“Scientists Bob Blahblah and Sarah Cookie found…”

“Chicagoland is a documentary style TV show that 

includes witness testimony and statistics to argue..”

•No first or second person pronouns                                    

(“I”, “my”, “me”, “you”, etc.)

Be objective and removed in description of source



Annotations

For each source entry, there is an MLA-formatted 

citation followed by annotations (2 paragraphs).                   

The annotations include 3 parts: 

o Part 1 = Summary 
o(5-7 sentences) – paragraph 1

o Part 2 = Critique/Evaluation
▪ (2-4 sentences) – paragraph 2

o Part 3 = Application
▪ (2-4 sentences) – paragraph 2



ANNOTATION PART 1:     
Paragraph one: Summary

• Consider: 

A.What is the specific topic of the 

source? Main ideas? 

B.What methods did the author use? 

Evidence? Appeals? Interview? 

Research statistics? Direct address?

C.What was the purpose of the 

study/article/research?

D.Research conclusions?



Example Summary

Gathman, Albert C., and Clark L. Nessan. “Fowler’s Stages of Faith Development.” Zygon.. Zygon, May 2008. 

www.scienceiscool.com/faith/buncho’nonsensenumbers/1295647#4968. 6 Feb. 2016. 

Gathman and Nessan described the construction and rationale of an honors course in science and religion that was 

pedagogically based on Lawson’s learning cycle model. In Lawson’s model, the student writes a short paper on a subject 

before a presentation of the material and then writes a longer paper reevaluating and supporting his or her views. Using 

content analysis, the authors compared the answers in the first and second essays, evaluating them based on Fowler’s stages 

of development. Examples of student writing are presented with the authors’ analysis of the faith stage exhibited by the 

students, which demonstrated development in stages two through five.

http://www.scienceiscool.com/faith/buncho’nonsensenumbers/1295647#4968


ANNOTATION PART 2: 
Paragraph 2: Critique/Evaluation

Consider:

A. Strengths and weaknesses of the source?

language choices, organization, level of detail, objectivity, evidence, appeals, 

speaker, audience, purpose, credibility/trustworthiness, etc.

B. What, if any, information is missing? Are there flaws in the 

argument? Is there bias? 

C. Is the source scholarly or informal such as a blog or You Tube 

account? Explain.

• Focus on strengths of the source

o What would help persuade an audience?

• Do not feel the need to be nice

o Your audience should know if there are any deficiencies                                      

or areas for improvement.



Example Critique/Evaluation

The researchers made no mention of how to support spiritual development in the course. They were interested in the 

interface between religion and science, teaching material on ways of knowing, creation myths, evolutionary theory, and 

ethics. They exposed students to Fowler’s ideas, but did not relate the faith development theory to student work in the 

classroom. There appears to have been no effort to modify the course content based on the predominant stage of 

development, and it is probably a credit to their teaching that they were able to conduct such a course with such diversity in 

student faith development. 



ANNOTATION PART 3:
Still paragraph two:Application

Consider:

• How can you apply this information to an argument?

• Where will it fit into an argument? 

• How would you justify using the source for persuasion?

▪ How is this source different than others in the same field 

or on the same topic?

▪ How does this source inform future research or persuade 

an audience?



Example Application

This source would seem useful since the authors appear authoritative, but 

this model is the only example found in recent literature. This study demonstrates the 

best use of the model, which is assessment, which could support a call to action. 

While the theory claimed high predictive ability, the change process chronicled is so 

slow and idiosyncratic that it would be difficult to appeal to audience’s sense of 

emotion or logic. Perhaps the study could be used to address the opposition, but it 

may not be the strongest source. 



Example Annotated Bib Entry  
(MLA citation + part 1 + part 2 + part 3)

Gathman, Albert C., and Clark L. Nessan. “Fowler’s Stages of Faith Development.” Zygon.. Zygon, May 2008. 

www.scienceiscool.com/faith/buncho’nonsensenumbers/1295647#4968. 6 Feb. 2016.  

Gathman and Nessan described the construction and rationale of an honors course in science and religion that was pedagogically 

based on Lawson’s learning cycle model. In Lawson’s model, the student writes a short paper on a subject before a presentation of the material 

and then writes a longer paper reevaluating and supporting his or her views. Using content analysis, the authors compared the answers in the first 

and second essays, evaluating them based on Fowler’s stages of development. Examples of student writing are presented with the authors’ 

analysis of the faith stage exhibited by the students, which demonstrated

development in stages 2 through 5.

The researchers made no mention of how to support spiritual development in the course. They were interested in the interface 

between religion and science, teaching material on ways of knowing, creation myths, evolutionary theory, and ethics. They exposed students to 

Fowler’s ideas, but did not relate the faith development theory to student work in the classroom. There appears to have been no effort to modify 

the course content based on the predominant stage of development, and it is probably a credit to their teaching that they were able to conduct such 

a course with such diversity in student faith development. This source would seem useful since the authors appear authoritative, but this model is 

the only example found in recent literature. This study demonstrates the best use of the model, which is assessment, which could support a call to 

action. While the theory claimed high predictive ability, the change process chronicled is so slow and idiosyncratic that it would be difficult to 

appeal to audience’s sense of emotion or logic. Perhaps the study could be used to address the opposition, but may not be the strongest source. 

http://www.scienceiscool.com/faith/buncho’nonsensenumbers/1295647#4968

