
Thesis Statements  
                                                          Claim + Reason = Thesis  

  

Every thesis statement…  

• Explains how you will interpret the significance of the subject matter.   
• Should be specific, covering only what you will discuss and can support in your essay  
• Directly answers the question or addresses the prompt. A thesis is a claim about one’s 

interpretation (or stance) about a question or subject, not the subject itself. The subject, or 

topic, of an essay might be World War II or Moby Dick; a thesis offers a stance on your 

understanding of the topic.   
• May change as you write and discover. If so, adjust specific wording in thesis.   
• Is supportable: defend the thesis with evidence from the text, knowledge, reading, 

experience, and/or observations.    
• Argues. Always.   
• Can be a single sentence or multiple sentences in introduction. Clearly states 

position/claim/stance/argument. The body of the essay provides organized evidence or 

support to persuade and argue stance and analysis.    
  

Parts of a Thesis:  
• Subject/topic)  
• Verb)   
• (___, ____, ____)—Examples, elements, or characteristics that will be used for 

support and indicate what direction your essay will take (PUT ADJECTIVE IN 

FRONT OF EACH)  
• subordinating conjunction)-in order to, revealing, proving…  
• (what have you concluded about mankind, the human condition…)  

  

 Example Thesis:  Claim  Topic  

Topic  

S.E. Hinton, in her novel The Outsiders, contrasts economic classes using the 

snobbish socs and the boisterous greasers to reveal that injustices evidently exist  

between the upper and lower classes.    

Directives  

   Universal Idea   Qualifier  Universal Idea  
  

  

Complete the following based on your stance:  
  

 Topic: ______________________________________________________________      

  

Claim (verb): __________________________  
  

Direction with Adjectives: _______________________________________________________________  
  

 Qualifier: ________________________________      
  

Universal Idea: _______________________________________________________________________  
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Directives 
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WRITE YOUR THESIS STATEMENT   
__________________________________________________________________________________________  

Topic  Author and Title of novel, short story, poem, etc.  

Claim (verb)  
  

contrasts, demonstrates, illustrates, reveals, establishes, validates, expounds, displays, etc…  

  
Direction with Adjectives  

  

ANY DESCRIPTIVE WORDS that DESCRIBE WHO or WHAT you are talking about.  
Example: deceptive Chillingworth, righteous Dimmesdale, elf-ish Pearl, resolute Hester  

Qualifier  
  

to show, to reveal, to demonstrate, to express, to validate, to make evident, to demonstrate  

Universal Idea  

THINK bumper sticker 
  

Topics: love, hate, injustice, appearance, reality, morality, father-figure, good, evil, 

happiness, duty, liberty, security, etc.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________.  
  

EXAMPLE THESIS STATEMENTS  

Literary analysis  

  

 

 

In The Awakening, Kate Chopin establishes a lyrical tone using sensory imagery of the sea and 

poetic diction and details when describing her moments of passion to demonstrate that a 

marriage commitment, although serious, is not nearly as fulfilling as committing to one’s soul.  

  
 

  

            

In the novel The Awakening, author Kate Chopin’s pessimistic tone is evident in her use of 

lengthy syntax describing Edna’s reflections on her children, auditory imagery, and precise 

diction describing Adele’s pregnancy to demonstrate that nature and society are unjust because it 

allows motherhood to drown a woman’s soul.   

 

Argumentative  

Throughout the novel The Awakening, author Kate Chopin reveals Edna is a truthful person 

because of Edna’s willingness to leave her false life behind and her self-sacrificing 

behavior to convey that a person must determine his/her own path toward an honest life. 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the novel The Awakening, Kate Chopin proves, through Robert’s innocent fidelity and 

Edna’s callous indifference toward his feelings, that gender does not predetermine a person’s life 

choices.  
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