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Literary criticism is the term given to studies that define, classify, analyze, interpret, 

and evaluate works of literature. 

• There are many types of literary criticism: historical criticism, textual criticism, 

feminist criticism, and formalist criticism. 

• Literary criticism may examine a particular literary work, or it may look at an 

author's writings as a whole.

On some assessments including the benchmark, you will read an excerpt from a 

published scholarly article (literary criticism). You must apply the critic’s points to 

the sonnets and answer questions correctly.

LITERARY CRITICISM QUESTIONS



PRACTICE. 
For Sonnet 116, read the following literary criticism & answer the questions below. 

“The couplet represents a last, desperate attempt to regain control. It rests upon a sort of 
buried syllogism: I am obviously a writer (witness this poem); I assert that love is constant; 
therefore love must be constant. As any logician could testify, however, these premises have no 
necessary relationship to their conclusion. The couplet is designed to shut down all opposition, 
to secure the thing (unchanging love) the poem has staked its heart on. It is sheer bravado, and 
of course it fails. What fails as logical proof, however, succeeds quite brilliantly as poetry. The 
sonnet has staged its own undoing and, doing so, has rendered an eloquent portrait of faith-
under-pressure” (Gregerson). 

1.  The speaker (Gregerson) can best be described as a person who

A. Desires to develop his range in European Literature 

B. Presents an argumentative claim about a couplet 

C. Emboldens society to search for universal ideas in Shakespeare’s plays

D. Hopes to become the next Shakespeare 
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A. Manipulative

B. Cheerful 

C. Desperate

D. Apathetic 
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