
Writing a Conclusion Paragraph for a Literary Analysis Essay 

- This should be the last paragraph of your essay and be about 5-8 sentences in length.  
 

- Follow the provided outline, but feel free to use the info below for additional help. 
 

- Work from specific to general (the opposite of your intro – echo/mirror ideas but change order) 

o Start by re-wording your thesis/claim (no repetition!) and summarizing main ideas of your essay.  

o Then broaden by providing ideas that are interesting for/relevant to ALL readers.  
 

- Your goals are to: 

o Provide a sense of completeness for your essay. 

o Enlighten/leave a lasting impression on your audience.  

o Make your audience think about your topic and life in general, as well as remember your essay. 
 

- Try:  

o Circling back to your attention grabber and/or theme 

o Offering a conclusion about your topic (reflect on book as a whole and/or people in general) 

o Connecting to the real world (larger context) 

o Demanding a call-to-action 

o Issuing a warning, making a prediction, or discussing implications 

o Describing an aspect of mankind in a way that evokes wonder/awe 

o Emphasizing the importance of the topic 

o Answering, “So what? Why should we care?”  

o Including a quotation that amplifies your main point (perhaps from another source/perspective) 
 

- Avoid introducing a new, unsupported/unproved topic. 
 

 

EXAMPLE FOR A CHARACTER/THEME ANALYSIS ESSAY 
 

 

Introduction Paragraph 
 

 

Conclusion Paragraph 

 

     Many people spend their entire lives searching for 

the key to a meaningful life. In A Christmas Carol, 

written by Charles Dickens, a greedy old miser 

named Scrooge endures such a search for meaning 

and ultimately finds the treasure of life. He needs the 

help of three spirits, who appear during the night on 

Christmas Eve, to help him see how his inconsiderate 

and greedy actions negatively affect others and leave 

him miserable and alone. As a result of this 

experience, he changes from his selfish ways and 

behaves in a more friendly, generous manner. In the 

novel A Christmas Carol, Dickens utilizes the 

miserly turned amicable Scrooge to prove people can 

be happy without money or success since pure 

happiness results from loving relationships. 
 

 

     While some look for meaning in adventure or 

popularity and still others in wealth or power, in A 

Christmas Carol, Dickens demonstrates life’s 

purpose can be found in treating others with 

thoughtfulness and respect through the transformed 

character of Scrooge. Such kindness and generosity 

will repay the giver many times over with a life full 

of value and meaning. The search for what makes life 

meaningful has haunted mankind for centuries. 

Perhaps the realization of what truly makes people 

happy, human connection, and the willingness to 

complete random acts of kindness can end this 

lifelong query and result in happier people. 

 

• Adapted from: https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/ending-essay-conclusions & http://www.newton.k12.in.us/hs/english/vanduyn/eng11-12ap  
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