
Steps for your essay and thesis.  

1. Find a rich passage (2-5 sentences.) 

2. Examine the passage and find two DIDLS with two quotations each. (You will weave-in these quotations into your body 

paragraphs.) 

3. Choose an adjective to put in front of your device (e.g., sensory imagery) 

 

 

IMAGERY 

Example 1 = Auditory imagery  

      Call it sensory (ADJECTIVE) + imagery (DIDLS device)! 

Example 2 = Tactile imagery  

 

 

Diction  

 Example 1 = “clawed” makes him sound like an animal 

  

Example 2 =  “rocketing” makes it seem exciting and dynamic   Call it animated (ADJECTIVE) +  

diction (DIDLS device)!  

 

 

4. Determine the subject of McCarthy’s tone.  

 

5. Add “proving that + theme or message” (regarding the subject) to it. 

 

In The Road, author Cormac McCarthy uses literary device #1 and literary device #2  to  verb  a/an adjective (TONE WORD) tone 

when discussing sum up subjects in both devices , proving that Theme/ Message about life.  

 

 

In The Road, author Cormac McCarthy uses sensory imagery and animated diction to reveal a critical tone when contrasting the 

man’s will to survive with the boy’s sense of humanity, proving that in desperate times, one’s sense of humanity will always prevail 

over one’s motivation to survive.   

 

 

For example on The Awakening (not The Road):  

In The Awakening, author Kate Chopin uses colloquial language and poetic diction to establish a forthright tone when 

contrasting the sense of familiarity among the Creoles with Edna’s initially reserved nature, proving that exposure to cultures 

different from one’s own can lead to an awakening of the spirit within. 

 

“He heard the dull thwang of the bowstring and felt a sharp hot pain in his leg…He clawed the blankets to one side 

and lunged and grabbed the flare-gun and raised up and cocked it and rested his arm on the side of the car. The boy was 

clinging to him. When the man stepped back into the frame of the window to draw the bow again he fired. The flare went 

rocketing up toward the window in a long white arc and then they could hear the man screaming” (McCarthy 263). 

 


