
Tips for English 2 Honors Outcome C, Benchmark 2 

(& Academic Writing in General) 

- Italicize book titles (no quotation marks) 

- Use the claim formula; include all parts  

- Reference theme notes  

- No contractions (don’t = do not) or abbreviations (spell everything out; & = and) 

- No 1st/2nd person pronouns (no I, me, you, us, we, our, etc.) 

- Be specific, precise, and clear (no vague/generic/cliché words or phrases; no “thing”) 

- Be concise (no unnecessary words or repetition; no “that”) 

- Use MLA format 

- Don’t offset literary work titles with commas 

- Use present tense 

- Provide much more original thought/analysis than textual evidence 

- Connect evidence to claim  

- Read your writing before submitting; listen for errors; edit/revise 

 

Paragraph Format 

- Topic sentence 

- Provide background/context for quote  

- Lead in to quote  

- Quote w/in-text citation 

- Connect quote to theme 

- Transition to quote 2 

- Lead in to quote  

- Quote w/in-text citation 

- Connect quote to theme 

- Synthesis (actively analyze both sources together) 

- Concluding statement 

Sample thesis:  

• The role of motherhood has evolved throughout the years from obligatory and unappreciated to optional 

and revered, as revealed through nonfiction writing, poetry, and art, thus proving society no longer 

retains unrealistic, idealized expectations of modern, multi-faceted women. 

• Steinbeck’s novel, Angelou’s poem, and Smith’s painting demonstrate some women strive to break 

gender stereotypes while others are content to reinforce typical roles which proves feminine norms can 

fluctuate depending on societal expectations.  

• Attitudes toward the impact of social barriers on financial hardship contrast from sympathetic to 

judgmental, as established through the works of Steinbeck, Angelou, and Smith, proving an individual’s 

socio-economic status negatively affects one’s ability to empathize with others whether impoverished or 

wealthy. 

Paragraph example:  

Both The Grapes of Wrath and “The Go Nowhere Generation” demonstrate that a lack of opportunity can stunt 

an individual’s desire for growth and prosperity, which proves that hardship has far reaching implications 

beyond the original situation. In The Grapes of Wrath, many sharecropping families in Oklahoma are being 

driven off their land due to evictions. Many of the families leave for California; however, Muley Graves refuses 



to and stays behind. When asked why Muley broke up his family by staying behind, he replies that his family 

left because “‘They wasn’t as mad as me, so they went… I couldn’… Somepin’ jus’ wouldn’ let me’” 

(Steinbeck 48). Muley is unable to seize the meager opportunities presented to him due to his anger and 

inability to move on, which stifles his growth and removes the only happiness available to him: his family. 

Rather than move to seek out opportunity, Muley stagnates and stays behind, a situation shared likewise by 

those impacted by the Great Recession. According to “The Go Nowhere Generation”, young Americans in the 

wake of economic hardship are more risk adverse: “Children raised during recessions ultimately take fewer 

risks with their investments and their jobs. Even when the recession passes, they don’t strive as hard to find new 

jobs, and they hang on to lousy jobs longer” (Buchholz & Buchholz). These young people are not only 

complacent in the face of low opportunity, they additionally lack the incentive to seek out opportunities when 

they do arise by seeking better jobs.  The original hardship of the recession then compounds their problems by 

removing opportunities at that time, but also limiting potential future opportunities through the individual’s own 

reluctance to act and change. Like Muley, the “go nowhere” generation is unable to seize opportunities because 

the lack of opportunities at a given time is so damaging it scars the psyche. As a result, both authors 

demonstrate that initial setbacks that limit opportunities have an immediate negative effect in the moment, but 

also results in compounded reluctance in the future that limits growth, which results in a subpar life that could 

have been different with altered circumstances and desires.   


