
Tone review
English II Honors –



Speaker’s/author’s 
attitude.



TONE
 Defined: the writer’s/speaker’s attitude toward a 

subject. Identifying tone is key to determining 
purpose and theme.

To determine tone, readers/listeners must be able to 
identify: 

Diction

Imagery

Details

Language

Sentence structure



Diction
Diction = word choice

When we analyze an author’s diction, we try to answer the 
following questions:

•What specific words does the writer use? 

•What do those words mean?

• What is the connotation (the “feeling” or alternative 
meaning associated with the word)? 



For example…

For example, compare:

“The father was angry with his daughter.”  

“The father was furious with his daughter.” 

 Furious carries a “heavier” connotation and 
more accurately conveys the level of 
emotion involved. 



Imagery
• Review!

 What is imagery?

 How a speaker describes a scene usually reveals his/her attitude (tone) regarding 
a subject. 

 How? Why?

 How would you use sensory imagery to describe something positive? 

 How would you use sensory imagery to describe something negative?

 Jot down the five types of sensory imagery and the senses they appeal to.

Visual – sight Auditory – sound Gustatory – taste

Tactile – touch   Olfactory - smell



Details
 Defined: What the writer chooses to include or omit.

 SPECIFICS: #s, names of places, people, items, times, weather etc. 

 For example: 

 Imagine two mothers talking to their teenage daughters about a trip the girls are  
planning with friends. They want to go downtown. 

 Mom One talks about Millennium Park, Navy Pier, shopping on North Michigan 
Avenue, the breathtaking view from the Willis Tower.

 Mom Two describes 100 homeless people begging for money, foul alleys, traffic, 
confusing public transportation system, and how the entire trip cost $500! 

 Based on these details, what tone best describes the attitude of Mom One and 
Mom Two.



Language
 The overall “type” of language a writer uses can establish tone, particularly 

toward an audience. 
Colloquial Language Formal Language Foreign Language

• Usually used in informal 
writing situations (slang)

• Creates a conversational tone 
in the writing. 

• Gives a piece a casual, relaxed 
effect. 

• Example: “Man, adults are 
clueless about what is 
important to the younger 
generation.”

• Usually phrased in “proper” 
English

• Implies a more serious attitude 
toward a situation.

• Example: Scientific language/ 
academic language will be used 
in different situations. 
“Adolescent homo sapiens have 
a tendency to…”

• Example: “Adults may not be 
aware of what is important to 
the younger generation.”

• A language other than one 
commonly spoken amongst 
people

• For our purposes, anything 
NOT in English

• Think about House on Mango 
Street and Esperanza putting 
words in Spanish. WHY?

• Dialects (accents) different 
WAYS people say certain 
words. What does this tell us?



Syntax (Sentence Structure) 
 LENGTH & ORDER: The length and order of a sentence can establish tone. 

 Effect of Long Flowing Sentences = 

 Effect of Short Choppy Sentences =

 PUNCTUATION: Consider the effect of each:

 Question Marks  Exclamation Marks Commas Periods Dashes  

 Ex: 

 “As her alarm clock sounded softly on the nightstand beside him, William 
reached over, pressing the snooze button as he yawned and began to 
open his eyes. He yawwwwned and stretchhhed his arms wide over his 
head without a second thought.” 

 “Karen woke with a start. Her room was silent. It was bright. Weird. What 
time is it? She glanced over….The clock read: 8 a.m.! She had to hurry! 
Oh my goodness! Late! For her first day!”



How do we describe tone?

• Tone words are adjectives.  Here are a few examples: 

Positive Tone Words Negative Tone Words Humorous/Sarcastic Tone 
Words

Sorrow/Fear/Worry Tone 
Words

Consoling Accusing Amused Anxious

Playful Bitter Condescending Apologetic

Hopeful Critical Cynical Embarrassed

Proud Indignant Ironic Hopeless

Reverent Outraged Jovial Mournful

Encouraging Surly Sarcastic Resigned

Compassionate Threatening Taunting Somber



Identify the TONE using a TONE WORD: 
• Example 1:

Father: We are going on vacation to Hawaii!

Son: That’s great!!!

The tone of the son’s response is cheerful.

How do you know…? DIDtLS?

Example 2:

Father: We are unable to go on vacation this summer.

Son: Ok. Grrrreeeat! That’s totallllly what I expected from you.

The tone of the son’s response is bitter.

How do you know…? DIDtLS?



Now, you try!
From The Glass Menagerie

• “I descended the steps of this fire escape for 
the last time and followed, from then on, in my 
father’s footsteps, attempting to find in motion 
what was lost in space. I traveled around a 
great deal…I would have stopped, but I was 
pursued by something. It always came upon 
me unawares, taking me altogether by 
surprise… Oh, Laura, Laura, I tried to leave you 
behind me, but I am more faithful than I 
intended to be! I reach for a cigarette, I cross 
the street, I run into the movies or a bar, I buy a 
drink, I speak to the nearest stranger—anything 
that can blow your candles out.”

What tone word 
best suits the 
passage? Use 
your TONE 
CHART.

WHY? What part 
of DIDtLS
conveys that 
tone?


