
NOTE TAKING 

 

The more you write about what you are learning: 

 

 The more you will understand 

 

               The more you will retain important information 

 

               The more you will succeed 

 

Note-taking skills are the foundation for student success in academic classes and study groups. Solid 

notes can help achieve success in high school and college! 

 

COLOR CODING 

 

You can:   

Assign color to indicate level of importance 

 

    EX:  Green = most important 

                         Blue– less important 

                         Red = least important 

 

Assign colors to indicate kinds of content in notes and/or on flash cards 

 

                  EX:  Green = fact 

                          Blue = opinion 

 

Use sticky notes in different colors to: 

 

Differentiate homework, notes, handouts, tests, and quizzes. 

Establish quick reference guides for points in textbook. 

Locate sections, chapter, or units in textbook. 

 

3-column notes (good for math class) 

 

 

Column One Options Column Two Options Column three options 

Vocabulary Notes Visual representation 

Example Problem Work Steps 

Concepts Notes Significant Information 

Key Concepts/Main Ideas Notes QUESTIONS 

Can be used for notetaking within the book and for lectures! 

 



The STAR Strategy 

 

Set up paper:    Write your name, class, date in right hand corner 

                             Write title of notes in center 

                             Location of resource in left-hand corner (book/lecture) 

 

Take notes:  Write facts, details, explanations, definitions, etc. 

                       Do not worry about spelling 

                       Use abbreviations, pictures, drawings, graphs, or pictographs 

                       Skip a line to separate important pieces of information 

                       Use dots, dashes, numbers, letters, etc., as needed 

                       Use color to differentiate, provide focus, or highlight key concepts 

 

After class:  AS HOMEWORK, reread your notes 

                      Make additions, deletions, or clarifications (bring additional questions to class!) 

                      Highlight or underline important points 

                      Identify the main ideas, and add questions, symbols, or pictures to complete notes 

                      If necessary, rewrite notes for neatness/readability 

 

Review notes:  Review notes regularly:  after class, weekly, and before an assessment 

                           Cover the notes. Either rewrite notes from memory or review ALOUD. 

                           REFLECT: Summarize the notes; relate the subject to yourself and personal experience 

                           Work with a Study Partner whenever possible 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE: 

 

 

 

   

 

 


