
Outcome D Benchmark 2 – Writing Expectations 

ODB2 will ask you to read a short story and to write an analysis from either the Marxist, Feminist, or 

Psychoanalytic perspective. In order to be successful, you will need to make sure you accurately read and 

understand the story, determine an appropriate theme connected to one of the three perspectives, explain your 

evidence clearly, and follow writing/grammatical conventions.  

In order to help you accomplish this goal, make sure you understand the necessary components of each 

perspective, notably the “key words” that are essential to analysis.  

Feminism 

 How men and women are depicted and relate to each other 

 Can often look at the power dynamic between the two, and traditional gender roles (either supported or 

subverted) including stereotypes based on gender  

Marxism 

 The power dynamic between social and economic classes 

 Rich vs. poor or owners vs. workers or upper vs. lower class 

Psychoanalytic 

 Unconscious desires (things you want to do that you don’t realize you want to) 

 Fixations/obsessions  

You also need to make sure you recognize examples of strong writing. Read through the following samples and 

grade them according to the rubric. Make sure each sample has the following in order to meet expectations:  

 Perspective analysis is clear: key words are used consistently and accurately 

 Theme is identifiable and accurate: theme matches with story, and is universal 

 Analysis: Evidence is explained according to perspective, and proves the cited claim  

 Writing: paragraph includes 2 pieces of evidence, and quotations are fully ICEd; grammar rules are 

followed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample 1 - _________________________________ Perspective  

In “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gillman, fixating and obsessing on the wallpaper causes the 

narrator to go mad thereby conveying that unhealthy desires can ruin a person’s life. In the story, the narrator 

becomes obsessed with the wallpaper. After a while, instead of hating it, she starts to like it: “Life is very much 

more exciting now than it used to be. You see I have something more to expect, to look forward to, to watch. I 

really do eat better, and am more quiet than I was. John is so pleased to see me improve ! He laughed a little the 

other day, and said I seemed to be flourishing in spite of my wall-paper. I turned it off with a laugh. I had no 

intention of telling him it was because of the wall-paper--he would make fun of me. He might even want to take 

me away (Gillman 7). This shows that she is obsessed with the wallpaper, and that is not good. This also shows 

that she has started to lie to her husband, and lying is not a healthy thing in a marriage. At the end of the story, 

we see that she has gone completely crazy: “‘What is the matter?" he cried. "For God's sake, what are you 

doing!’ I kept on creeping just the same, but I looked at him over my shoulder. "I've got out at last," said I, "in 

spite of you and Jane. And I've pulled off most of the paper, so you can't put me back!" Now why should that 

man have fainted? But he did, and right across my path by the wall, so that I had to creep over him every time!” 

(Gillman 10). As a result of being obsessed with the wallpaper, she has gone crazy, and doesn’t even care when 

her husband faints. This shows that because she was obsessed with the wallpaper, her desires were unhealthy, 

and ruined her life as a result.  

 

 

 



Sample 2 - _________________________________ Perspective  

In “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gillman, the narrator is shown to be weaker than her husband, 

thereby proving that women have a hard time. In the story, the narrator is sick and her husband is a doctor so he 

thinks he knows what is best for her because he is a man and a doctor so he decides to rent a house for them and 

decides what bedroom they are to sleep in even though he is barely at the house and she stays there all day. “I 

don't like our room a bit. I wanted one downstairs that opened on the piazza and had roses all over the window, 

and such pretty old-fashioned chintz hangings! but John would not hear of it. He said there was only one 

window and not room for two beds, and no near room for him if he took another” (Gillman 1). John doesn’t 

listen to her even though she makes a really good point simply because he is the man and gets to make all the 

decisions and doesn’t care what she does. This shows that she is weaker than her husband because she listens 

and does what he says. Also, he disrespects her, “John is practical in the extreme. He has no patience with faith, 

an intense horror of superstition, and he scoffs openly at any talk of things not to be felt and seen and put down 

in figures. John is a physician, and perhaps--(I would not say it to a living soul, of course, but this is dead paper 

and a great relief to my mind)--perhaps that is one reason I do not get well faster. You see he does not believe I 

am sick! And what can one do? If a physician of high standing, and one's own husband, assures friends and 

relatives that there is really nothing the matter with one but temporary nervous depression--a slight hysterical 

tendency-- what is one to do?” (Gillman 1). This proves that she had a hard time and that’s really bad because it 

shouldn’t be like that.  

 

 

 

 



Sample 3 - _________________________________ Perspective  

In “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gillman, fixating and obsessing on the wallpaper causes the 

narrator to go mad, thereby conveying that unhealthy desires can ruin a person’s life. In the short story, the 

narrator initially hates the yellow wallpaper in her bedroom, but after being kept in her room all day every day, 

she becomes obsessed with it. After a couple of weeks, the narrator starts to become fixated on the wallpaper, 

and even begins to enjoy the previously disgusting smell. Her position completely changes as the smell of the 

wallpaper “used to disturb me at first. I thought seriously of burning the house--to reach the smell. But now I 

am used to it. The only thing I can think of that it is like is the color of the paper! A yellow smell. There is a 

very funny mark on this wall, low down, near the mopboard. A streak that runs round the room. It goes behind 

every piece of furniture, except the bed, a long, straight, even smooch, as if it had been rubbed over and over. I 

wonder how it was done and who did it, and what they did it for. Round and round and round--round and round 

and round--it makes me dizzy!” (Gillman 7). The narrator no longer recognizes the disgusting aspects of the 

wallpaper because she is now obsessed with discovering its secrets. This unhealthy desire to understand the 

wallpaper has overcome her life as she pursues this “smooch” until she is dizzy. This fixation is very unhealthy, 

and causes her to become mentally unstable. Moreover, by the end of the story, she has pursued her study of the 

wallpaper and believes she has solved it. When John returns to the house and realizes she has locked herself in 

the room, the narrator doesn’t find this problematic, and even tells him, in a creepy voice, that the key is in the 

garden. When he finally enters the room, he finally sees her strange behavior and cries, “‘For God's sake, what 

are you doing!’ I kept on creeping just the same, but I looked at him over my shoulder. ‘I've got out at last,’ said 

I, ‘in spite of you and Jane. And I've pulled off most of the paper, so you can't put me back!’ Now why should 

that man have fainted? But he did, and right across my path by the wall, so that I had to creep over him every 

time!” (Gillman 10). While the narrator does not find her behavior problematic, the reader can clearly see that 

she has gone mad, as seen by her creeping behavior and John’s reaction when he faints. The wallpaper is the 

reason for this, as she has spent the last weeks of the story fixated on exploring it, with her health and sanity 

deteriorating as a result. The ending of the story demonstrates what her wallpaper obsession has led to, namely 

madness. Her struggles demonstrates that when a person has an unhealthy obsession that is not put in check, she 

can go mad, which will ruin her life.  

 



Sample 4 - _________________________________ Perspective  

In “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gillman, the narrator is shown to be weaker than her husband, 

thereby proving that women suffer when unable to make their own decisions. In the short story, the narrator is 

sick with a form of depression, and her husband John, a doctor, has put her on the rest cure at a house they 

rented for the summer. The narrator does not like the room John has chosen because it has bars on the windows 

and disgusting wallpaper, however, she is not able to convince her husband to change rooms:  “I wanted one 

downstairs that opened on the piazza and had roses all over the window, and such pretty old-fashioned chintz 

hangings! but John would not hear of it. He said there was only one window and not room for two beds, and no 

near room for him if he took another” (Gillman 1). The narrator focuses on the things that would make the room 

pleasant to sleep in, however John declares that it does not work for him, and as a result they stay in the room 

he wants. This control over what they do as a couple demonstrates that the narrator is weaker than her husband 

because she cannot make decisions for herself, and as result, she is worse off. This is particularly seen later in 

the story when the narrator’s health has not improved, and she believes that being isolated so much is making 

her sick. In order to make her life better, she tries to talk to John, “and tell him how I wish he would let me go 

and make a visit to Cousin Henry and Julia. But he said I wasn't able to go, nor able to stand it after I got there; 

and I did not make out a very good case for myself, for I was crying before I had finished” (Gillman 4-5). The 

narrator clearly knows what will make her feel better, and tries to advocate for herself. John, however, does not 

care what she has to say, and tells her no, which causes her to break down from the disappointment. The 

narrator clearly is capable of making good decisions for herself, but John refuses to let her makes those 

decisions, and as a result she does not make progress and instead becomes sicker. His obstinate behavior causes 

the narrator, his wife, to suffer, thereby demonstrating that when women are put in weak positions and are 

unable to make their own decisions, they will suffer.  

 

 



Using what you have observed here, you will now write an analysis of “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” using 

either the Marxist, Psychoanalytic, or Feminist perspective. Make sure you select one perspective only, include 

2 pieces of evidence, and fully explain your evidence.  


