
Expectations and Reading Requirements for  

Hamlet by William Shakespeare  

(Outcome C anchor text) 
 

Plan and purpose:  

Outcome C’s focus is the study of how language is used and analyzed in literature in order to determine author’s meaning 

and purpose, as well as how authors manipulates language to get the meaning they desire their readers/audience to have. 

Hamlet by William Shakespeare will be our anchor text, and through our reading and study of the play we will focus 

primarily on how Shakespeare uses language to convey his ideas, with particular focus on diction, rhetorical devices, and 

literary devices.  

You are encouraged to annotate your copy of Hamlet for rhetorical and literary devices, as well as summaries (to aid in 

comprehension/analysis). The Signet edition features word definitions at the bottom of the page; you will need to 

reference these definitions to properly understand the text. You are also encouraged to read/reference tools including No 

Fear Shakespeare, watch a film adaptation, etc.; however, this is not a substitute for reading, but is rather a supplemental 

tool to aid in understanding.  

 

Reading schedule:  

We will read one act each week, and you will need to have read the listed act by the date on this assignment sheet. The 

dates are as follows:  

 Monday, January 29: Act I 

 Monday, February 5: Act II 

 Monday, February 12: Act III 

 Tuesday, February 20: Act IV 

 Monday, February 26: Act V 

So, by Monday, January 29, you need to have read and annotated through Act I. On every day listed, there will be a 

reading quiz. Even if you were absent, you are expected to stay on track with the reading. Plan and space out your reading 

accordingly so it will be completed (As a reminder, you are allowed to read and annotate during ROAR).  

 

Reading quiz expectations and requirements: 

Each section will have a quiz on the Monday the reading is due, and the quiz will be timed. I will provide you with 

quotations from that reading section, and you will have to identify the speaker, who s/he is speaking to, the message (what 

is being said), and analyze the significance to the character or plot (this cannot be a translation of the line).  

Sample quiz:  

Quotation: “What art thou that usurp'st this time of night,/ Together with that fair and warlike form/ In which the majesty 

of buried Denmark/ Did sometimes march? by heaven I charge thee, speak!” 

Context (Speaker and recipient): Horatio (Hamlet’s friend with the guards on duty) is speaking to the ghost of the former king (Hamlet’s father) 

while on guard duty at night.  
The message: Horatio is demanding the Ghost to answer his questions and speak to him.  

Significance: The king’s ghost is the inciting incident of Hamlet and is a central focus of Act I. Here is the first confirmed sighting of the ghost, which 

will then allow for Hamlet to speak with his father’s ghost, and put the events of the play into motion.  
*** If you are absent for a quiz, you have 2 days to make it up (after school or in the TMC during study hall). If 

not, you will have to complete it afterschool with a FLINAO.  

 

In class writing/discussions:  

There will be opportunities to both read and discuss Hamlet multiple times in class, and staying up to date in the reading 

expectations will allow you to be successful. These assignments will be provided during the unit, and will be posted to my 

Teacher Web Page. If you are absent, you are responsible for looking at and completing what you have missed.  

 

Acting 

You will be assigned to act out and analyze one significant scene from the play. Further details will be provided when we 

start acting.  

http://goodticklebrain.com/three-panel-plays/

