
Notes about Notes – PowerPoints

- Many college students report “note-taking” 

as a skill deficit. Let’s fix that!

- Always begin with a header:

- The top of your notes should always include 

the following:

- Class 

- Date

- Topic



Helpful Tip – Keep it Short

• Use abbreviations!

– Skip “extra” words (articles, unnecessary 

adjectives, etc.)

– Eliminate vowels 

– Use signs and symbols

• w/, w/o, &, , *, b/c , +, =, (?)

• Shorten ideas you already know about

• Star/Circle ideas you want to go back to

• No complete sentences



Outlining Method

• FIRST MAIN IDEA OR HEADING  

• Items that support the main idea go here

• Details related to the first main idea

• NEW IDEA- NEW SLIDE – NEW TITLE – NEW 

HEADING 

• Details about new topic go here

• Don’t bother with Roman Numerals 

• Pros: 

• It is well organized

• Records relationships & Content

• Reduces editing and is easy to review



What is Rhetoric?

Summary:  Chapter 1, The Language of Composition



According to philosopher 

Aristotle…
• Rhetoric is “the faculty of 

observing in any given case 

the available means of 

persuasion.”

• Huh?  Rhetoric is a 

thoughtful, reflective activity 

leading to effective 

communication, including the 

rational exchange of 

opposing viewpoints.

• It is the art of communicating. 

• In other words, rhetoric = 

argument



Your notes should look like this…

11AP

21 August 2018

Intro to Rhetoric

• Aristotle (?)

– Philosopher

• *Rhetoric = art of communicating, persuading

– Creating effective arguments

– Exchange opposing ideas



Aristotle’s Rhetorical Triangle

Speaker

Context Aim/Purpose

Audience Subject



assertion/ thesis /claim

• a clear and focused statement

• Ex:  Lou Gehrig speech

(Appreciation Day, 

July 4, 1939)



On your own…

• Read through Gehrig’s speech and note 

anything that strikes you. 

• Could be something as simple as 

compelling diction or a sentence you find 

particularly meaningful. 

• What did you notice?



Hearing the speech

• Lou Gehrig’s speech: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNLKP

aThYkE

• Gary Cooper in Pride of the Yankees: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_x5f7L

5alKk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNLKPaThYkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_x5f7L5alKk


context

• Rhetoric is always SITUATIONAL—

context is the occasion or the time and 

place it was written or spoken or 

communicated

• What was the context for Gehrig’s 

speech?



• Delivered the speech 

between games of a 

doubleheader

• Poignant contrast 

between the 

celebration of his 

athletic career and the 

life-threatening 

diagnosis he had 

received



A note about context…

• Be aware that sometimes context may arise 

from current events or cultural bias (bias:  

prejudice toward one side of an issue)

• Ex:  Someone writing about freedom of speech 

in a community that has experienced hate graffiti 

must take THAT context into account and adjust 

the purpose of the piece so as not to offend the 

audience (graffiti on a synagogue, swastika 

spray-painted on a garage door, etc.).



purpose/aim

• The speaker’s/communicator’s goal 

– Trying to win an argument?

– Persuade audience to take action?

– Evoke sympathy?

– Make someone laugh?

– Inform?  Provoke?  Celebrate?  Put forth a proposal?  
Secure support? Bring about a favorable decision?

• Read speech again, aloud

• What was Gehrig’s purpose when he wrote then 
delivered this speech?



his purpose is… (the “Why”)
• To remain positive by looking on the bright 

side and downplaying the bleak outlook

• HOW DO WE KNOW THIS IS HIS 
PURPOSE? How does he convey this 
purpose? (the “How?”)

– He makes a reference to the diagnosis

– Straightforward language of strength: he got a 
“bad break” (no blame, no self-pity, no plea for 
sympathy)

– Maintains his focus: to celebrate the occasion 
and get back to work—playing baseball



subject

• The main idea

• What is Gehrig’s subject?

• Baseball…specifically, the New York 

Yankees

• His disease (briefly); the things for which he 

is thankful



writer/speaker/communicator

• the author, speaker, or the person whose perspective 

(REAL or IMAGINED) is being advanced in a speech 

or piece of writing or art

• persona:  speaker, voice, or character 

assumed/adopted by the author

– Are you speaking as a poet, comedian, or scholar?

– Are you speaking as an expert on swimming or popular 

music?

– Are you speaking as a concerned citizen in your local 

community?



• What do we know about Gehrig?  Does he use 

a persona?  What does knowing this tell us 

about his approach, his language choices?

• Understands his audience:  He presents 

himself as a common man, modest, glad for 

the life he’s lived

• He’s a baseball player; doesn’t “put on airs”



audience
• One’s listener or readership; those to whom a 

speech or piece of writing is addressed

• Who will read/hear your writing/speech and what will they 

expect? 

– College application  admissions officers at a university

– Resume  prospective employer

– Letter to the editor in local newspaper  entire community

• What does the audience know about the subject?

• What is the audience’s attitude towards the subject?

• Is there common ground between the writer’s and reader’s 

views on the subject?



Choosing rhetorical strategies

What is a strategy?





Types of Appeals

The “three musketeers”:  Ethos, Logos, and Pathos



Ethos

• A writer’s/speaker’s appeal to character to 
demonstrate that s/he is credible and 
trustworthy

• The speaker’s expertise, knowledge, 
experience, training, sincerity

• Often emphasizes shared values between 
the speaker and the audience



Examples of Appeals to Ethos

Rhetorical Situation

• Speech discouraging 

children from using 

alcohol

• As a parent speaking to 

other parents in the 

community

Appeal to Ethos

• Stressing you are a 

concerned parent, 

psychologist specializing 

in alcoholism, recovering 

alcoholic

• Showing that you share a 

concern for their 

children’s education or 

well-being



Other ways to establish ethos…

• Reputation

– Being a scholar

– Being known as an expert in your field

• The discourse (writing or speaking) itself

– Making a good impression (setting a tone of 

goodwill) from the type and thoroughness of 

the information presented



• How does Lou Gehrig establish ethos in his 

speech -- what makes him credible, sincere, 

trustworthy?

• How do teachers establish ethos with 

students?



Other examples to consider…

• Think about these works you’ve read and 
consider how they established ethos:

– Glass Menagerie: Williams, sister was ill, he 
left the family, grew up in St. Louis. 

– Share other examples of how authors have 
established ethos in the past?



Logos

• An appeal to reason by offering clear, 

rational, logical ideas

• Gehrig’s speech may seem largely 

emotional, but considering his thesis “I am 

the luckiest man on the face of the earth,” 

what two points (facts) also support this 

thesis?



Gehrig’s logos…

(1) his seventeen years of playing baseball (FACT)

(2) his belief that he “never received anything but 

kindness and encouragement from [his] fans” 

(FACT/EVIDENCE)

• The fact that he has gotten a “bad break” does 

not negate (cancel) these two FACTS



Another way to use logos…

• counterargument:  to anticipate objections 

or opposing views

(remember…ignoring opposing views makes 

you VULNERABLE)

• concede you agree that an opposing 

argument may be true, but then you 

refute deny the validity of all or part of 

the argument



• How does Gehrig address a 

counterargument in his speech?

• He concedes what some listeners may 

think—that his bad break is cause for 

discouragement or giving up—but he 

disagrees because he “has a lot to live for” 

(a contrasting way of viewing his situation)



Pathos
• An appeal to emotion

– Usually includes:
• Vivid, concrete description

• Figurative language

• Visual elements (think about advertisements)

• Note:  Writing should not rely exclusively on pathos

– propagandistic: (propaganda - noun)  designed to sway 
opinion rather than present information

– Polemical (puh-lem-ic):  an argument against an idea
(philosophy, politics, religion)



Some Practice with EPL 

(Aristotle’s Appeals)
• Read –

“We Can Afford to Give Parents A Break”

• Annotate for Ethos, Pathos and Logos.  

• Be prepared to defend your findings. 



Review…

• Explain the following to your study buddy:

– Aristotle’s Rhetorical Triangle (5 parts)

– The difference between speaker and persona

– How one develops ethos

– The difference between logos and pathos

– Bias

– Counterargument (define  concede, refute)

– Define  polemical and propagandistic 



Einstein’s Letter

• Read Einstein’s letter 

to sixth-grader Phyllis 

and respond to the 

prompt.


