
“HIDDEN INTELLECTUALISM”
GERALD GRAFF

E1H OUTCOME C, BENCHMARK 3 PRACTICE



OUTCOME C, BENCHMARK 3

 Will be next week on Wednesday or Thursday

 You will get one class period to: 

 Read/annotate a provided article

AND

 Write a paragraph analyzing rhetorical strategies used to convey claim/message

 Sound familiar? Remember Caesar?  

SO…



REFLECT

 1) Intelligence is defined as “the ability to acquire and apply 
knowledge and skills.” In what ways do you agree or disagree 
with this definition? What does it mean to be an “intellectual”?

 2) In what ways are you intelligent? 

 Don’t say “none” – you’re good at something. You know things. 
You have skills. What are they?

 3) How have these strengths/talents helped you? What makes 
them valuable in your life?

DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions on a fresh sheet of paper. Be ready to share!



“HIDDEN INTELLECTUALISM” BY GERALD GRAFF

PART 1 DIRECTIONS: 

 Read the essay “Hidden Intellectualism” by 

Gerald Graff, adapted from his 2003 book, 

Clueless in Academe: How Schooling Obscures 

the Life of the Mind. 

 Annotate for his claim and the rhetorical 

strategies/literary devices he uses to 

support his argument (on the essay AND on 

a separate sheet of paper).

 Then, answer questions 1, 2 and 4

(located on the last page of the reading).   

Be prepared to discuss your answers.

 Your paper should look like this: 

Josephine Maya

English 1H – Period 1

Whalum

22 February 2018 

“Hidden Intellectualism” Response

Reflection: 

Graff ’s overall claim/message:

2 quotes that best support his claim/message:

1.) 

2.) 

4.) DUE TOMORROW



EXAMPLE
 THESIS

 CONTEXT

 BLENDED TCS + QUOTE #1

 ANALYSIS OF QUOTE #1

 BLENDED TCS + QUOTE #2

 ANALYSIS OF QUOTE #2

 CONCLUDING STATEMENT

In William Shakespeare’s play Julius Caesar, Cassius uses pathos to convince Brutus that 

Caesar should not be king.  After returning from battle, the Roman citizens celebrate Caesar. As 

he hears the people shouting praise for Caesar, Cassius grows envious of Caesar’s popularity 

and authority. In an effort to avoid losing power, Cassius tries to persuade Brutus that it is in 

Rome’s best interest to prevent Caesar’s rise. Cassius starts the conversation by flattering, “I 

know that virtue [honor] to be in you, Brutus” (I.ii.13). Cassius wants to gain favor from 

Brutus by complimenting his noble nature. By acknowledging Brutus’s honor, Cassius presents 

his claim as one that is likewise honorable and, therefore, worthy of Brutus’s attention. After 

pointing out Caesar’s weaknesses and comparing Caesar to himself and Brutus, Cassius 

continues to appeal to Brutus’s emotions by evoking, “our fathers … would have brooked / 

th’eternal devil to keep his state in Rome / as easily a king” (I.ii.81-84). Cassius expects Brutus 

to uphold his ancestors’ morals, which include living in a Republic rather than a monarchy. 

Cassius compares Caesar’s rule to that of the devil to cause Brutus to feel worried as well as 

react with a sense of responsibility to maintain Roman ideals. Cassius argues against Caesar’s 

potential reign by utilizing pathos in Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar.

EXAMPLE



PART 2 DIRECTIONS: 

 Write a well-developed paragraph that analyzes the rhetorical 

strategies (ethos, pathos, logos, simile, metaphor, imagery, diction, etc.)              

Graff uses to convey his overall claim/message. 

1. Thesis 

2. Context

3. TCS Blended Lead-in to Quote1

4. Analysis/Explanation of Quote 1 (impact of device on audience & connect to claim)

5. TCS Blended Lead-in to Quote 2

6. Analysis/Explanation of Quote 2 (impact of device on audience & connect to claim)

7. Concluding Statement

30 MINUTES



PEER EDIT

 ROUND 1: Read your classmate’s entire paragraph. 
Circle the following: 

 1st/2nd person pronouns (you, your, I, me, my, our, use, we, etc.) 

 contractions

 spelling/punctuation/grammar errors 

 weak words, clichés, slang, abbreviations

 “this quote shows”-type statements

 past tense

MAKE REVISIONS!
FINAL DRAFT DUE MONDAY!



PEER EDIT

 ROUND 2: Switch paragraphs with another classmate. Read the 
entire paragraph, think about ALL of the following questions, and 
underline as well as note any issues/suggestions directly on your 
classmate’s paper: 

 Are both quotes integrated? Is each quote blended with a TCS lead-
in? Are both quotes cited properly? 

 Does the evidence match the thesis? Is each quote an example of the 
device stated in the thesis? Do both quotes support the author’s claim? 

 Is the analysis thorough and specific? Does it address the device that 
is used, HOW/WHY it appeals to the audience, and HOW it supports 
the author’s claim? Does it avoid repetition, summary, and vagueness? 

MAKE REVISIONS!
FINAL DRAFT DUE MONDAY!



PEER EDIT

 ROUND 3: Switch paragraphs with another classmate. 
Read the entire paragraph, and then thoughtfully provide 
concrete feedback responding to the ideas below on the 
bottom or back of your classmate’s paper. 

 Describe 1-2 skills your classmate did well. Consider: 
organization, blended lead-ins, formal language, device 
analysis, strong diction, thesis, quote selection, etc.

 Describe and star 1-2 areas for improvement. Be 
specific and helpful! 

MAKE REVISIONS!
FINAL DRAFT DUE MONDAY!


