
ARGUMENT REVIEW
THE APPEALS AND THE RHETORICAL SITUATION



RHETORIC OVERALL

 When you think about rhetoric, the key questions to ask are:

What strategies does 

the writer or speaker 

use to reach or 

persuade his or her 

audience?

What goal (or 

purpose) does 

the writer or 

speaker have in 

mind?



SOAPS
 Subject:

What is the speaker or writer’s general topic or content? Remember that the subject can be just a 

few words or phrase, whereas the claim is the speaker’s position on the subject.

 Occasion: 

What circumstances give rise to this piece? Is there a controversy already in play? 

Is the speaker responding to an accusation or an existing or urgent situation?

 Audience: 

Who is the primary group the author intends to receive this message? How has 

he or she tailor their argument toward the audience?

 Purpose: 

What is the GOAL of the piece?

 Speaker: 

What do we know about this person (or corporation, company, etc.) presenting 

this argument that might influence their argument in an important way?



LOGOS

 When thinking about the appeal to logos, ask yourself:

How does the writer 

use evidence and logic 

to appeal to the 

audience’s intellect?



from EYE-FOR-AN-EYE INCIVILITY – CHARLES BLOW, NEW YORK TIMES, 2014

When President Obama was asked on Friday about the Oklahoma execution, he repeated his belief that capital 
punishment should be an option in some cases but pointed out:

“The application of the death penalty in this country, we have seen significant problems — racial bias, uneven 
application of the death penalty, you know, situations in which there were individuals on death row who later on 
were discovered to have been innocent because of exculpatory evidence. And all these, I think, do raise significant 
questions about how the death penalty is being applied. 

And not only are there application and misapplication issues, the death penalty is also a tremendous drain on 
resources.

Prof. Jeffrey A. Fagan of Columbia Law School has argued that “even in states where prosecutors infrequently seek 
the death penalty, the price of obtaining convictions and executions ranges from $2.5 million to $5 million per case 
(in current dollars), compared to less than $1 million for each killer sentenced to life without parole.”

Our continued use of the death penalty does not put us in good company. According to a 2014 report 
from Amnesty International, “only nine countries have continuously executed in each of the past five years —
Bangladesh, China, Iran, Iraq, North Korea, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, U.S.A. andYemen.

Read the passage above. How does the author use logos to make his 
argument more effective? Write your response in your notes.

http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2014/05/02/full-transcript-obama-merkel-press-conference/


EXAMPLE ANALYSIS OF LOGOS

 Blow quotes a law school professor to present a second practical reason, 

which is the financial cost of execution vs. life in prison. The cost of these 

appeal to the audience’s sense of what is reasonable and practical to pay 

for.

 Blow offers a third reason against the death penalty by naming the other 

countries that use capital punishment—most of which are not exemplary 

democracies, making it reasonable that Americans shouldn’t support it 

either.



PATHOS

 When thinking about the appeal to pathos, ask yourself:

How does the writer 

appeal to the audience’s 

emotions, and what 

emotions are they 

seeking?



EXCERPT FROM LEBRON JAMES’ LETTER, SPORTS ILLUSTRATED, 2014

 “I always believed that I’d return to Cleveland and finish my career there. I 

just didn’t know when. After the season, free agency wasn’t even a thought. 

But I have two boys and my wife, Savannah, is pregnant with a girl. I started 

thinking about what it would be like to raise my family in my hometown. I 

looked at other teams, but I wasn’t going to leave Miami for anywhere 

except Cleveland. The more time passed, the more it felt right. This is what 

makes me happy.”

 Read the passage above. How does the author use pathos to make his 

argument more effective? Write your response in your notes.



EXAMPLE ANALYSIS OF PATHOS

 Who could resist that scenario of a hometown hero returning to his 

roots to raise his growing family? If LeBron is arguing for his audience—

his fans—to give him another chance, he’s making a heartfelt case. As fans 

of the Cavs and Cleveland as a city, his audience is going to sympathize 

with his desire to be a member of their community again, and for his kids 

to grow up there. This tugs at their heartstrings, and encourages support 

from his audience.



ETHOS

 When thinking about the appeal to ethos, ask yourself:

What values or 

concerns does the 

speaker share with 

the audience?

How does the speaker 

establish his or her 

good character?

Why should we trust 

them?



EXCERPT FROM A LETTER TO THE EDITOR FROM A HIGH SCHOOL 

SENIORS

“As a senior at Upper Arlington High School, I am extremely proud of both my school and community. 

Except for two years in private education, I have spent my entire life in the Upper Arlington School District 

and know firsthand what an amazing system it is. We have a reputation as one of the best school districts in 

the state, and others look at our productive, safe learning environments with admiration.

Unfortunately, the high school made a major misstep recently by employing a school resource officer…

Like most people, I feel that school safety is top priority, but involving law enforcement in our day-to-day 

routine is neither the best nor most cost-effective means to keep our students safe.”

Read the passage above. How does the author use ETHOS to make his 

argument more effective? Write your response in your notes.



EXAMPLE ANALYSIS OF ETHOS

 The author opens with what amounts to his credentials: he is not a 
psychologist or a law enforcement expert, but simply a concerned 
student. He recognizes that his audience is less likely to be his peers than 
adults who read a print copy of the local newspaper, thus he continues in 
the next few lines with the statement, “like most people, I feel that 
school safety is a top priority,” assuring readers that he shares their 
concern and understand the legitimate motivation that might lead to a 
decision to put a law enforcement officer in school, making it more likely 
that they trust what he is saying.



TONE

 When thinking about the author’s attitude or tone, ask yourself:

How does the 

author feel about 

what they’re talking 

about? 

How do I know?



ANALYZE THE TONE OF THE PASSAGE BELOW:

 “A true war story is never moral. It does not 
instruct, nor encourage virtue, nor suggest 
models of proper human behavior, nor restrain 
men from doing the things men have always 
done. If a story seems moral, do not believe it. 
If at the end of a war story you feel uplifted, or 
if you feel that some small bit of rectitude has 
been salvaged from the larger waste, then you 
have been made the victim of a very old and 
terrible lie. There is no rectitude whatsoever. 
There is no virtue. As a first rule of thumb, 
therefore, you can tell a true war story by its 
absolute and uncompromising allegiance to 
obscenity and evil.” – Tim O’Brien

 1.) How is this device used at this 
moment in the piece? What is 
interesting about the diction, imagery, 
details, language or syntax? Describe it. 

 2.) HOW does the interesting part of the 
device create a certain tone? What 
feeling is created though this example of 
diction, syntax, etc.? EXPLAIN.

 3.) HOW does this TONE help the reader 
understand the author’s 
theme/message? Explain. 


