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Outcome C – Argument Analysis – Censorship & Banning Books 

Directions: Identify each of the details below as you read each article. Fill in the chart provided.  

Items in Blue are correct answers—although it is of course possible that you chose different examples. 

Items in RED offer more thorough explanations and reminders for you related to argument! 

Suggestion for tomorrow: Read one article thoroughly, and fill out the column. Then go back and do the second. Don’t jump back 

and forth—it might confuse you. 

 Article 1 – Point: Censorship is an Attack on 

the Free Press 

Article 2 -  Counterpoint: Censorship Can Be 

Justified in Some Cases 

1. What is the CLAIM of 

the article? Provide a direct 

quotation from the text. 

 

“The First Amendment, basically, grants American 

citizens the right to access, publish, or broadcast any 

content as long as it does not infringe upon the rights 

or safety of others. The right to a free press is 

threatened by censorship of existing media and by 

prevention of the publication or broadcast of certain 

content.” 

The thesis was labeled for you in the article, and it 

will be on the articles you read tomorrow, as well. 

Keep the claim in mind as you consider why the 

examples of appeals used are effective, as well as 

SOAPS.  

“Censorship of books in US public schools and 

libraries is acceptable because parents have a right to 

restrict access to books they feel are unfit for their 

children.” 

 
The thesis was labeled for you in the article, and it 

will be on the articles you read tomorrow, as well. 

Keep the claim in mind as you consider why the 

examples of appeals used are effective, as well as 

SOAPS. 

2. What do we know about 

the author’s ETHOS based 

on this article? What 

credibility does he or she 

have? Provide one example 

from the text. 

 

Remember that ethos 

doesn’t have to be 

background about the 

author’s schooling, 

credentials, or experience. It 

could have to do with their 

character. The more 

trustworthy and author is, 

the more likely the reader 

will be to support their 

argument.  

 

Another example of ethos 

could be that the author 

cites outside sources, as this 

is proof that the author did 

their research. 

In the part of the article labeled “Defining the 

Press,” the author explains the first amendment. 

About it, he says “These provisions have 

become the cornerstone for the freedom of 

expression enjoyed by American citizens and the 

legal justification behind the struggle to prevent 

censorship.” Here, the author explains the values 

that most Americans share, and his positive tone 

towards these provisions makes it clear that he 

shares that value. The reader will be more likely 

to trust a writer with shared values, so this is an 

effective use of ethos to support his claim. 

“Censorship is not, therefore, about repressing 

information that children and teenagers should have; 

instead, it insists that parents have the right to educate 

their children on controversial topics in ways they 

deem appropriate, and to monitor the materials their 

children are exposed to in school or at the library.” 

Here, the author makes it clear that she values parents 

and their right to decide what their child is exposed 

to. Most people would agree with this, making her a 

trustworthy author. 

3. What examples of 

PATHOS are used to make 

the argument? Provide at 

least one example from the 

text. 

 

Remember that, among 

other things, examples of 

pathos can be: 

- Stories, anecdotes, humor, 

jokes, etc. that establish a 

connection to the audience. 

- A warning of danger (that 

should incite worry or fear) 

if the issue isn’t solved 

In the part of the article labeled “Challenges in the 

21st Century,” the author explains just that, when he 

says, “The Patriot Act grants government agencies the 

right to decide what media can be considered 

“dangerous,” and therefore to justify surveillance of 

private consumption. Given the clear chilling effect 

which follows from government involvement in the 

affairs of a free press, granting the government the 

power to determine the value of published media 

erodes the freedoms granted under the Bill of Rights 

by denying free choice to consumers. Such actions 

also fly in the face of established Supreme Court 

precedent.” This quotation acts as a warning to 

readers about what happens when too much is 

censored and when one entity gets to decide what is 

and what isn’t. The reader therefore becomes worried 

Books are powerful instruments. They can be used to 

educate, to inculcate values and transmit ideology, and 

to stimulate the imagination. They can instruct in civic 

virtues or contain instructions to build a bomb. Can 

reading a book directly harm a young person? 

Certainly pornography and other such materials 

objectify women and may encourage violence against 

women and children. Some would argue that simply 

reading a novel is not going to morally compromise a 

child, while others claim that the content of certain 

books undermines the values they are trying to instill 

in their children. 

The author asks these questions to make the 

reader consider their answers. Of course no one 

would want emotional harm (or worse) to come 

to a child, so the reader can then sympathize 



or even fearful of the idea of government censorship, 

making this an effective use of pathos. 
with the author’s argument, making this an 

effective use of pathos. 

4. What examples of 

LOGOS are used to make 

the argument? Provide at 

least one example from the 

text.  

 

Logos doesn’t always have 

to be examples of statistics, 

facts, numbers, etc. It can 

simply be a reasonable or 

rational statement that 

appeals to the readers’ sense 

of logic. 

“A number of books now considered classic literature 

were at one time banned for having obscene content. 

The Federal Anti-Obscenity Act of 1873 was used to 

ban such works as James Joyce’s Ulysses, 

Voltaire’s Candide, and John Cleland’s Fanny Hill. 

The Anti-Obscenity Act was repealed in 1938, but 

challenges based on obscenity are still common. In 

2007, the Harry Potter books, by J.K. Rowling, were 

among the most commonly challenged books in 

library collections around the country. Since modern 

obscenity doctrine creates such a high burden on those 

seeking to impose a prior restraint, the vast majority of 

modern complaints have not been sustained.” Here, the 

author provides a list of books that have been banned 

in the past, that are now classics or widely read. By 

providing this list, the reader logically understands that 

censorship was unnecessary then, and is therefore 

unnecessary now. 

 

The author explains that the key to censoring a text is 

that parents become actively involved in the books 

that their children are exposed to, and learn as much 

about them as they can, saying, “Just as parents 

monitor the music, video games and movies to which 

their children are exposed, parents should be aware of 

what books their children are reading.” Here, she 

makes a rational connection between other forms of 

media and books, appealing to the readers’ sense of 

what is logical. 

5. Who is the SPEAKER 

voice that tells the story, or 

in nonfiction, the author? 

What do we know about the 

writer’s life and views that 

shape this text? 

While we don’t know much about the author, 

this source comes from Ebsco, a database for 

research that is peer-reviewed, and credible.  

While we don’t know much about the author, 

this source comes from Ebsco, a database for 

research that is peer-reviewed, and credible. 

6. What is the OCCASION 

(time and place) of the 

piece; the situation or 

context which gave rise to 

the writing or speech? 

 

The author is passionate about the topic, and felt 

the need to write an argument urging readers the 

dangers of censorship, as there are still those 

that “challenge” books and other media today. 

Also, it may have been assignment to present 

this side of the argument for this research topic 

on the database. 

As there are recent examples of both citizens 

and governments trying to censor materials for 

large groups of people, the author provides 

another solution—parental advisory. This also 

provides the counterpoint for this topic on the 

database. 

7. Who is the AUDIENCE 

or group of readers to whom 

this piece is directed? The 

audience may be one person 

or multiple. 

Who is this article for? 

Knowing that this article comes from a research 

database for schools, the audience is likely 

students. The author provides background 

information and explains key terms, anticipating 

the needs of the reader (students). 

Knowing that this article comes from a research 

database for schools, the audience is likely 

students. It could also be helpful for parents or 

school administrators who are wary of certain 

texts. 

8. What is the author’s 

PURPOSE? (To inform, 

persuade, entertain..) 

Explain.  

 

Remember to explain what 

the goal of the author is and 

HOW you know. See the 

explanations at the right. 

 

To inform – the author provides background 

information about what censorship is as well as 

components related to it. 

To persuade – the author is clearly making an 

argument about the dangers of censorship and 

uses a variety of appeals and an urgent tone to 

convince his audience of the impact censorship 

has on society. 

To inform – the author also provides 

background information about the topic. 

 

To persuade – the author is clearly making the 

claim that parents do have the right to censor 

what their children read, and should if they see 

fit, but not that censorship should be a choice 

made  

9. Tone. What is the tone of 

the article? What DIDLS 

device lets you know the 

author’s tone? Provide one 

quotation from the text.  

 

Do not forget to explain 

HOW the DIDLS example 

conveys the tone. For 

instance, what connotation 

does the diction have? What 

to the details presented say 

about the topic? What is the 

feeling associated with the 

imagery presented? Etc. 

Quotation: “The freedom of the press is currently 

under attack by persons and interest groups who wish 

to impose moral values through legislation, and by 

corporations who want to subvert the press for 

financial benefit. Free and informed choice in media 

enjoyment is a freedom that is guaranteed for each 

individual and must be diligently protected.” 

Tone: Urgent 

Device: Diction 

Words and phrases like “Under attack,” “wish to 

impose” and “diligently protected” have a negative 

connotation, and bring to mind the need to fight 

against something that is unwarranted. This 

contributes to the author’s urgent tone to fight against 

censorship. 

Quotation: “…However, in some cases, concerned 

parents and community members react without taking 

the time to closely investigate the books they want 

banned. A book depicting rape, for example, may be 

offensive to some, but it may also be a useful starting 

point to engage students in conversations about rape. It 

might help young people better understand the world 

they live in, the human condition, and issues they face 

in their culture.” 

Tone: contemplative 

Device: details 

Explanation: Here, the author uses illustrative 

examples to consider both sides of the issue, as 

well as possible positive outcomes, and allows 

the reader to do the same. This proves that there 

isn’t a one-size-fits-all approach to censorship, 

and helps the authors argument. 



 

10. Summarize. Create a 3-

5 sentence summary of the 

text by answering the 

following questions: Who? 

Where? When? What? 

Why? How? Do NOT add in 

your own thoughts/opinions. 

 

A summary of the article was provided with the 

source, and will be tomorrow, as well. The 

“summary” box will NOT be on your chart 

tomorrow. 

 

A summary of the article was provided with the 

source, and will be tomorrow, as well. The 

“summary” box will NOT be on your chart 

tomorrow. 

 


