
Banning books 23 Dec, 2013 https://www.rt.com/usa/us-schools-ban-books-696/ 

 

“Censorship in American schools and libraries is on the rise as more institutions attempt to ban books tackling racial and sexual issues, 

as well as those written by minorities, according to the anti-censorship group Kids’ Right to Read Project.  

In a report by the Guardian, the KRRP stated it has dealt with 49 separate cases of book banning across 29 states (in 2013), up more 

than 50 percent compared to the previous year. …” 

… Parents, school board members, state and local politicians have attempted to ban books in schools and libraries. 

Opposition 

“According to the American Library Association, the reason most books are banned is because of complaints concerning “sexually 

explicit” content, drug references, and crude language.” 

Conservative communities, such as Texas, have also argued that students should not be exposed to anti-Capitalist ideology.  

 

Texas textbooks Ellen Bresler Rockmore Oct. 22, 2015 New York Times  

 

“A TEXAS high school student and his mother recently called attention to a curious line in a geography textbook: a description of the 

Atlantic slave trade as bringing “millions of workers” to plantations in the American South. McGraw-Hill Education, the publisher of 

the textbook, … acknowledged that the term “workers” was a misnomer … (and offered) to send stickers to cover the passage (and to 

revise the digital version)…. In 2010, the Texas Board of Education approved a social studies curriculum that promotes capitalism and 

Republican political philosophies and …downplays slavery as the cause of the Civil War. … 

(In the fall of 2015), five million public school students in Texas began using the textbooks based on the new guidelines.” 

Opposition 

Texas textbook curriculums are often adopted by other states (for cost savings) which gives Texas enormous influence in what 

students across the nation are taught. 

Some people argue the language and sentence structure in the textbook is “at odds with history” because it downplays the horror of 

slavery. 

Some who defend the textbook language argue that it depicts a “distinctive African-American culture, in which family was central, 

Christianity provided ‘hope,’ folk tales expressed ‘joy’ and community dances were important social events.” 

 

Community College funds 

 

Julie Hirschfeld Davis, Tamar Lewin, Peter Baker. Jan. 8, 2015 New York Times  

 http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/09/us/politics/obama-proposes-free-community-college-education-for-some-students.html?_r=0 

In January 2015, President Obama proposed a government program to make community college tuition-free for millions of students 

which would expand educational opportunities and address income inequality across the United States. 

The federal government and participating states would fund the program but specifics of how it much the program would cost and 

how it would be financed are not definite. … 

The proposal would cover half-time and full-time students who maintain a 2.5 grade point average and who “make steady progress 

toward completing a program,” White House officials said. 

The federal government would cover three-quarters of the average cost of community college for those students, and states that choose 

to participate would cover the remainder.  

Opposition: 

Some said it is a federal program that will eventually ask states, which already struggle financially, to pay. 

Others have argued that the program will help middle class students and could hurt low income students because low income students 

can now apply for federal grants that may not be available with the new program. 

Some argue that not all students are college ready, and it could be a waste of tax money. 

Others argue that it further encourages people to postpone the work force and eventually take on student debt to obtain a bachelor’s 

degree. 

 

Robotic learning  

Yuri Kageyama Associated Press 3/11/2009  

Japan has used robot teachers to “call roll, smile and scold, drawing laughter from students with her eerily lifelike face.”  … Japan and 

other nations are hopeful robotics will provide a solution for their growing labor shortage problem as populations age.  

A made-to-order robot would cost about $51,000, which closely resembles the annual salary of a teacher. 

Online learning is expanding in universities, and K-12 schools are using electronic learning methods. 

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press.  

Opposition 

Some people have expressed concern about having robots caring for children and the elderly. 

Some people have argued that a robot cannot serve as an “inspirational role model” for future scientists and mathematicians while 

humans can.  
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Educational data information and privacy 

 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/brad-c-phillips/top-10-education-trends-t_b_6345056.html          Accessed Jan. 2, 2016  

 

During a federal summit discussing college opportunity, the federal government proposed a federal “student unit record" system. This 

would allow for the collection of educational records of all individuals. The idea is to provide valuable data to improve and 

personalize student learning. Data-driven curriculum and educational methods are considered beneficial to students and the wave of 

the future. 

Opposition: 

Many people are concerned with trading student privacy for data on student outcomes.  

Some people argue that the risk related to privacy are not worth it. 

Some argue that the proposal further relies on tests and grades to determine a person’s abilities and chances for success.  

 
Secretary of Education  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/18/us/politics/betsy-devos-education-secretary-confirmation-donald-trump.html?_r=0 

 

“Until Tuesday, the fight over Betsy DeVos’s nomination to be secretary of education revolved mostly around her support of 

contentious school choice programs…In questioning by senators, she seemed either unaware or unsupportive of the longstanding 

policies and functions of the department she is in line to lead, from special education rules to the policing of for-profit universities.” 

 

For this topic, try looking into what the qualifications are for Secretary of Education, and decide what experts think they should be. 

Share both sides of the issue.  

 

Charter schools – pros and cons 

Vocational education 

Standardized testing – pros and cons 

Arming teachers 

Common Core – pros and cons 

Year round schooling pros and cons 

Music & Arts programs 

Affirmative action 

 “Life skills” in schools 

Liberal Arts 

Meditation v. punishment 

School Journalism 

School lunches 

D.A.R.E and the like… when should they be taught? 

School start times 

Poverty and education 

Mindfulness & social emotional learning 

Law – must go to school 

Intro to computers, typing class – elementary level? 

School systems – US v. other 

Technology v. traditional  

International schools  

Health education – topics 

Peace corps 

Study Abroad  

Free college 

Mental health requirements  

Flipping the classroom 

Service Hours 

 

 

 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/brad-c-phillips/top-10-education-trends-t_b_6345056.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/18/us/politics/betsy-devos-education-secretary-confirmation-donald-trump.html?_r=0
https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/01/12/us/politics/betsy-devos-education.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/f/forprofit_schools/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier

