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DESCRIPTION
oThe 1930s was an era in American history plagued with many social and 
economic issues, some of which persisted well into the 1950s; however, it 
was also an era of progress. 

oThis complex decade also happens to be the setting of Harper Lee’s To Kill 
a Mockingbird. 

oIn an effort to (a) allow you to become familiar with the text’s setting and 
(b) encourage you to make predictions about the text, you will work in 
groups of two to create a detailed presentation about a specific topic 
relating to either the time period in which the novel takes place (1930s) or 
the era in which the novel was written (1950s). You may also be assigned 
a topic that occurred in the early 1960s, possibly inspired by issues similar 
to those in TKAM.



TOPICS BELOW ARE YOUR TOPIC CHOICES. YOUR GROUP WILL SELECT ONE TOPIC. 
A TOPIC MAY NOT BE CHOSEN BY MORE THAN ONE GROUP:

1. Women of the 1930s 

2. Economic Concerns of the 

1930s 

3. Science/Technology/Inno

vation during the 1930s 

4. Education in the 1930s 

5. Status of African-

Americans in the 1930s 

6. Popular Entertainment of 

the 1930s 

7. The Headlines of the 

1930s 

8. Political Concerns of the 

1930s 

9. Education in the 1950s

10.Status of African-

Americans in the 1950s

11.The Headlines of the 

1950s

12.Women of the 1950s  

13. Martin Luther King, Jr. & 

influence

14. John F. Kennedy & 

influence

15. Rosa Parks & influence

16.Emmett Till & influence

17. Jackie Robinson & 

Influence



PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS
Basic Requirements:

oAt least TWO credible sources

oAn MLA-formatted Works 
Cited page listing your credible 
sources

oA well-organized, easy to read 
PowerPoint including a balance 
of words and relevant images 
(NO FULL SENTENCES!)



REQUIREMENTS CONTINUED
What your presentation must focus on:

oYou must offer background information on your topic (Answer the questions, WHO, 
WHAT, WHERE, & WHY: Who was involved? What did they do/ what happened/ 
what is it? Where did it take place? Why is the topic significant?)

oYou must focus on two specific details (people, places, or events) important to your 
topic and expound upon them (Answer the questions, WHO WHAT WHERE, & WHY 
for both details).

oYou must make a prediction by addressing the following prompt: 
◦ How might your topic inspire an author who is writing her novel during the 1950s, but setting it 

in the 1930s? Why would the author include allusions to the people, events, and/or issues that 
you describe in your presentation? How could this relate to the characters, conflicts, and themes 
of the novel? 



PROCESS & IMPORTANT DATES
PROCESS:

You will have two class days to prepare for your presentation. On each day, 
you will have access to a computer. (LAB 331 on Wed. & Thu.)

IMPORTANT DATES:

 You must show me your finished works cited page 
by the start of class on Thursday, January 11th. 

 PowerPoint presentation must be emailed to swhalum@psd202.org 
with partner names in the subject AND submitted to turnitin.com by 
11:59 PM Thursday, January 11th. 

 Presentations will start on Friday, January 12th



GRADING: 
20 TOTAL POINTS

CONTENT (12)
◦ Background (3) – accurate, thorough

◦ Details (3) – accurate, significant

◦ Prediction (2) – thoughtful, relevant

◦ Works Cited (4) – complete, MLA format

PRESENTATION (8)
◦ Visual (4) – neat, easy to read, complete, creative, organized, balance of words and relevant images, enhances content

◦ Delivery (4) – appropriate volume, tone, pace, gesturing, etc., preparation is evident, easy to understand

ANY QUESTIONS?
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Possible Presentation Outline
1 – Title/topic

2 – Overview of Topic (Summary – who, what, where, when, why)

3 – Specific Sub Topic #1

4 – Specific Sub Topic #2

5 – Prediction about how it could connect to the novel

6 – Works Cited

*bullet points on slides, expand as you talk

*images


