
OUTCOME B,   
BENCHMARK 2 

P R A C T I C E



SHARED THEME OF THE TWO WORKS

Example of thesis:

• In her short story “Maud Martha and New York” and her 

poem “kitchenette building,” Gwendolyn Brooks uses 

interrogative and exclamatory syntax to create a 

condemnatory tone toward poverty, revealing the constant 

struggle for basic needs impedes the pursuit of dreams.



BRAVE VOLUNTEERS TO EXPLAIN THEIR MC JUSTIFICATIONS?

# Answer Justification: How do you know this answer is correct?

1 A

2 C

3 C

4 C

5 C

6 A

7 B

8 D

9 A



#10 – PROMPT:

• After reading these two Gwendolyn Brooks passages, what 

is the overall tone of both pieces? After identifying the 

tone, explain how this impacts the theme of her writings. 

Respond in a well-written paragraph using one quote from 

each piece (two quotations total).



FOR EXAMPLE: 
• Thesis: In her short story “Maud Martha and New York” and her poem “kitchenette 

building,” Gwendolyn Brooks uses interrogative and exclamatory syntax to create a condemnatory 
tone toward poverty, revealing the constant struggle for basic needs impedes the pursuit of dreams.

• Background: Both pieces use a variety of imagery and details to describe both the dreams and 
realities of people living in poverty. The prose piece describes vividly the beauty and glamour the 
speaker perceives New York City to have. She believes that the luxurious and polished life of New 
York is how everyone should live. However, toward the end of the piece, the speaker realizes that 
she is still very far away from achieving her dream. 

• Lead-in w/ TCS to first evidence: For example, the speaker explains that dreaming of New York 
was her way of escaping reality, and questions, “What was the matter with that? Besides who could 
safely swear that she would never be able to make her dream come true for herself? Not altogether, 
then! ---but slightly? – in some part?” (Brooks, prose).

• Explanation/Analysis: The use of interrogative syntax here shows the speaker questioning herself. 
Although she is infatuated with New York, these questions show her insecurity with her dream. The 
contrast between these insecure questions and the glittery descriptions at the beginning of the piece 
show the author’s condemnatory tone toward poverty as the presence of those insecurities appear 
as an even larger let-down after the excitement she shares with the reader. The speaker is clearly 
frustrated by the realities of poverty, and how it keeps people from achieving their most desired 
hopes and dreams. 



PEER EDIT PARAGRAPHS
• Switch papers with the person next to you:

1. ) Does the thesis include:  the titles of the works, the author’s name, a DIDLS device, a 

specific (& correct!) tone and an arguable theme written in third person? Comment! 

How could your peer make this stronger? Is anything missing.

2.) Next, read the background summary.  Any important details missing?

3.) Does their first quotation include a proper lead-in with transition, ACTUAL context, 

and speaker? Is there a citation? 

- Is the quotation an example of the DIDLS device, tone, and theme your peer 

mentioned above in his or her thesis?

4.) Analysis: 

- Does your peer explain the effect of the device at that moment in the text?

- Does your peer explain how the device conveys the tone?

- Does your peer explain how the tone towards poverty or dreams convey the message?



PART 2 : REVISING USING FEEDBACK

• Pass back the paper to its original owner. Share your suggestions for 

how to make his or her writing stronger.

• Take some QUIET time to make an changes, additions, etc. to the 

part you’ve already written. 

• Raise your hand if you have questions from me.

• Share with the class!



FINISH YOUR EXTENDED RESPONSE

• You have now written an awesome half of an extended 

response—now finish it!

•On your own, add your next lead-in to evidence, and 

analysis/explanation.

–Transition, Context, Speaker, “------,” (Brooks).

– Effect of device

– Tone

– Theme


